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Key Points

Breaking down Week 4 games with predictions of who will win.

A showdown of state powers highlights the Week 4 schedule.

It's Week 4 of the Ohio high school football season, and it kicks off for Akron-area

teams with five games on Thursday, Sept. 10.

The action really heats up with 19 games Friday, Sept. 11, including heavyweight

battles between Walsh Jesuit (3-0) and Cleveland St. Ignatius (2-1) in Cuyahoga

Falls, and Nordonia (3-0) traveling to Highland. The weekend then finishes with

two games Saturday, Sept. 12.

Who will win? Keep reading and see which teams the Beacon Journal staff thinks

have the upper hand.

What to watch: Revere is led by Lane Shenigo, TJ Meech, twin brothers



Brady Hajdu and Carter Hajdu, older brother Davis Hajdu and Mateo

Mutersbaugh. … Shenigo ran for two touchdowns and 96 yards on nine carries

last week in a 46-8 win over Parma Heights Valley Forge. Carter Hajdu

contributed a rushing TD and was 7-of-12 passing for 184 yards with a TD

pass to Meech, who had five catches for 166 yards. Brady Hajdu and

Mutersbaugh each ran for a TD. … Twinsburg is seeking its first win after

losing 22-19 to Kent Roosevelt, 23-20 to Bedford and 24-12 to Solon. … The

Tigers feature Dylan Fantone, Kyle Anello, Kyler Hoon, Aiden Alonzo and

Gavin Rathbone.

Who will win: Revere 28-21

What to watch: North entered the win column in Week 3 with an 8-6

victory over Cleveland East Technical after losing 39-12 to Champion and

50-0 to Cuyahoga Falls the first two weeks. … North's DJ Taylor recorded a

safety last week and Jeffrey Williams ran for a 20-yard TD. … "Jeremiah Fort

led that drive [in the third quarter] with 60 rushing yards," North coach

DeMonte Powell said. "He finished the game with 87 total rushing yards. The

next kick return, they broke it to the 2-yard line, where Jakar Solomon caught

the guy and stripped him. As the balled rolled into the end zone, freshman

Shamar Randle fell on it for a touchback." … North beat Aquinas 23-6 in the

2025 season opener. … Aquinas lost 28-27 to Tuscarawas Central Catholic last

week after winning 19-8 over Wellsville in Week 2 and losing 43-14 to

Strasburg in Week 1. … Cicero Davis, Kayden Bowman and Jaymier Jenkins

are three playmakers for watch for the Knights.

Who will win: North 12-10



What to watch: The Greenmen hope to avoid their first three-game losing

streak since the start of the 2017 season, when they lost their first three but

then won six of seven to make the postseason. A win won't come easily against

the undefeated Wildcats, who have outscored their first three foes 129-36. ...

Mayfield is scoring 43 points per game, led by the strong running of Brody

Colello, whose junior season already includes turning 18 carries into 191 yards

and two touchdowns at Elyria Catholic. ... Aurora is hoping to get its offense

going after scoring 13 and 14 points, respectively, the past two weeks against

Riverside and Tallmadge. Junior quarterback Matthew Huth and senior

receiver Luke Hilditch both flashed big-play potential against the Blue Devils.

Who will win: Mayfield 31-21

What to watch: This is the first meeting between the two schools, according

to Fourseasonsfootball.com. … Copley is third in Division III, Region 10. The

Bombers are 14th in Division III, Region 9. … Copley quarterback Dane

Wininger (32-for-26 [assing, 519 yards, 10 TDs, two interceptions) is off to a

hot start. … Noah Slattery (13 catches, 181 yards, three TDs) has been his main

target, and Jalen Owens (42 carries, 412 yards, two TDs; six catches, 122

yards, three TDs) is a versatile weapon. … The two big names to watch for

Kenston are running back Will Hamm and wide receiver Kahlil Hinton.

Who will win: Copley 28-21

What to watch: The Grizzlies are 2-1 in the rivalry. They won 28-27 two

seasons ago and 50-21 last season. … Wadsworth is second in Division II,

Region 5. Solon is ninth in Division I, Region 1. … Brysen Hall (65-for-114

passing, 584 yards, seven TDs) and Jay’len King (23 catches, 374 yards, four

TDs) continue to dominate for Wadsworth. … Coach and former NFL



professional Antonio Hall has the Comets headed in the right direction. Solon

gives up just two touchdowns a game behind three-star edge Brady Bush, who

has offers from Miami (Ohio), Kent State, Buffalo and Ohio. Cornerback

Khyier Robinson is the another player to watch.

Who will win: Wadsworth 35-7

What to watch: The Wildcats are 7-6 in the rivalry but lost 42-7 two seasons

ago and 30-0 last season. … The Warriors are first in Division II, Region 5. St.

Ignatius is third in Division I, Region 1. … Walsh Jesuit has beaten 2025

regional finalist Highland 34-0 and 2025 state runner-up Toledo Central

Catholic 38-25 this season. It also has a forfeit win over Clark County

Springfield. St. Ignatius lost 22-21 to two-time reigning state champion Avon

on a two-point conversion to open the year and then beat Pickerington North

24-21 and Mentor 51-7. … The Wildcats are led at wide receiver by Texas A&M

commit Trey Haddad, Billy Cole and Jake Lamirand, with quarterback Jacob

Mikin proving to be very serviceable under first-year coach Tom Kaufman. …

The defense is led by Buffalo commit James Conrad at linebacker, who has

been used in a multitude of ways. … Wide receiver Cambell Lann is expected

to be back after missing the Toledo Central Catholic game for Walsh. That’s

welcome news for quarterback David Ternosky (19-for-30 passing, 318 yards,

TD) who had a big Week 3 game. Cayden LeVert (three receptions, 94 yards)

against Highland in Week 1 and Sam Barrett (seven catches, 115 yards, TD)

against the TCC in Week 3 have already had productive games. … Although

Dom Courtad (39 carries, 220 yards, three TDs) is the main running back for

the Warriors, Mason Rodgers (11 carries, 89 yards, TD) had a big day against

the Hornets and can break one at anytime. … Caleb Buckner had two sacks

last week for Walsh, and Emmit Tobin had two sacks in Week 1.

Who will win: Walsh Jesuit 35-24



What to watch:This is first meeting of Nordonia and Highland as members

of the Suburban League National Conference. … Nordonia's offense has been

unstoppable so far this season, as the Knights are scoring 45.3 points a game.

… The Knights needed all of it to fend off VASJ 41-39 in Week 3. … QB Steven

Fakult continues to put up big numbers. He went 17-of-25 passing for 284

yards and four TDs against the Vikings. … Nordonia might have the best wide

receiver corps in Northeast Ohio with Dominick Jackson, Karsen Fisher,

Brock Barwidi, Collin Atha and Jamiere Davis all capable of contributing. …

After its season-opening loss to Walsh Jesuit, Highland has bounced back

with two wins. The Hornets put up 55 points in Week 3 against Strongsville. …

QB Collin Wade lead the Hornets. He went 11-of-11 passing for 270 yards and

three TDs against Avon Lake. Ben Radigan pulled in three catches for 128

yards and two TDs in the win.

Who will win: Nordonia 35-21

What to watch: Ellet has dropped three straight since ending the 2025

season on a three-game winning streak. Ellet has lost 21-0 to Tallmadge,

30-20 to Field and 29-7 to Kent Roosevelt. ... Jayden Cooper is a versatile

player for Ellet as a running back, receiver and linebacker. ... Canton Central

Catholic beat Mogadore 19-8 in Week 2. RB Kenny Stroud ran for 116

yards on 17 carries and QB Brock Bourquin finished with 110 yards on 18

carries, including a 30-yard TD. Additionally, Bourquin threw a 34-

yard TD pass to Thomas Grisez and Carter Competty had a 35-yard TD run. ...

CCC lost 30-21 to Northwest in Week 3. Bourquin threw two touchdown

passes (17 yards to Timothy Staub and 48 yards to Michael Bajornas), and had

a 75-yard TD run late in the third quarter that pushed the Crusaders in front

of Northwest. 

Who will win: Canton Central Catholic 28-7



What to watch: East and Coventry are both looking to ride the momentum

from Week 3 wins, as East topped Canton South 34-7 and Coventry defeated

rival Springfield 20-2. … Lawrence Cherry Jr. and Marcus Council Jr.

continue to be versatile playmakers for East, scoring two TDs apiece against

Canton South. Council ran for two TDs and 148 yards on 10 carries. Cherry

ran for a TD and 112 yards on eight carries, caught a TD pass from Naseer

Williams-Clay and recorded an interception. … Williams-Clay finished 9-of-13

passing for 224 yards, and had five carries for 33 yards last week. East's

Emmanuel Jefferson ran for a TD and had three catches for 87 yards last

week. Elijah Grice is another wide receiver to watch after totaling three

catches for 105 yards. … East's Ryan Austin had eight tackles and a sack, Chris

Russell Jr. added seven tackles and a sack and Lamar Saulsberry made five

tackles and a sack. … Coventry entered the win column last week under coach

Gary Kanaga as Carter Mattingly, JaCari Adams and Jace Gurganus scored

TDs against Springfield. Mattingly ran for a 27-yard TD and threw a 53-yard

TD pass to Adams. Gurganus had 71 rushing yards and scored on a 1-yard run.

… Coventry's defense was impressive against Springfield with big games from

Ben Smith (nine tackles), Lamont Quarterman (8 tackles, two sacks), Alex

Barker (six tackles, a sack), Gurganus (six tackles, a sack), Bryce Harris (five

tackles, an interception), Alex Eudy (five tackles, a sack) and Mason

Magoulick (an interception).

Who will win: East 35-14

What to watch: The Falcons and Irish are seeking their first win. …

Firestone is led by Kyrel El-Travis, Donniven Younger and Nae'than Milliner.

Travis scored two TDs in a 33-12 loss to Lutheran East in Week 3. … STVM

features Will Adamson, Quinn Hurley and Tyler Wharton. Adamson went 15-

of-19 passing for 127 yards with a TD pass to Hurley and an interception in a



54-13 loss to Hudson. Wharton returned an interception for a TD.

Who will win: STVM 21-14

What to watch: St. Edward and Hoban are at opposite ends of the win-loss

columns, with the Eagles undefeated and the Knights winless. ... St. Edward

defeated 0-3 Olentangy Liberty 15-12, 2-1 Canton McKinley 22-8 and 0-3

Huber Heights Wayne 48-21. … Langston Lucas is a dynamic QB for St.

Edward behind an offensive line that averages 295 pounds. The Eagles roster

also features Syracuse recruit BP Paulozzi at defensive end, Miami (Ohio)

commit Landon Lehmer at safety, Connecticut recruit Joe Moore at tight end

and Ronnie Neal Jr. at running back.  … Hoban lost 28-24 to 3-0 West Orange

(Florida), 28-13 to 2-1 NFL Academy (United Kingdom) and 24-20 to 2-0

Eagle Academy (New York). … Four of Hoban's top playmakers are RB-DB

Kahlil Diming, RB-DB Jaiden Daniel, QB Israel "Major" Cribbs and WR-DB

John Johnson.

Who will win: St. Edward 21-14

What to watch: This is first time these two teams meet as members of the

Suburban League American Conference. … In year one under coach Pyrce

Taylor, Barberton has already surpassed last year's win total with last week’s

35-0 win over Elyria. … Barberton RB Cleo Thompson busted out a 60-yard

TD run against the Pioneers, and QB Jack Hanlin tossed four TD passes,

including a 76-yarder to Thompson and a 62-yard strike to Vernon Reynolds.

… In its two wins, Barberton has given up just six points. … After opening the

season with a win over CVCA, Brecksville has struggled on offense. … The

Bees are coming off a 26-13 loss at Berea-Midpark.

Who will win: Barberton 21-14



What to watch: Two old rivals will face each other in a new conference, as

both Tallmadge and Kent Roosevelt will debut in the Metro Athletic

Conference. … Tallmadge pulled off a 24-14 win at Aurora in Week 3, taking

out a team against which they struggled in the Suburban League. … Chase

Waller has been solid as Tallmadge’s QB. He tossed two TDs vs. Aurora,

including a 78-yarder to Brenden Conley to open the game. … Anthony Gotto

has excelled at running back for Tallmadge … Roosevelt is led by junior QB

Kingston Bryant, who previously played at Twinsburg. He completed 15 of 26

passes for 126 yards and two touchdowns last week against Ellet and had

three second-half touchdown passes against the Tigers in Week 1. ... Roosevelt

is coached by Kardell Jackson.

Who will win: Tallmadge 28-21

What to watch: The Explorers are 12-1 against the Bears, with their only

loss a 43-35 defeat on Oct. 18, 2024. … Hudson is second in Division I, Region

1. North Royalton is sixth in Division II, Region 2. ... Quarterback Hayden

Lipinski is 38-for-53 passing for 403 yards and five touchdowns with no

interceptions. … Reno Ferri is running for 6.2 yards per carry and has rushed

for 317 yards on 50 carries. He has seven rushing touchdowns and has caught

six passes for 72 yards with three more scores. Anthony Paolucci is Lipinski’s

leading receiver. He has seven catches for 124 yards but hasn’t gotten into the

end zone yet. … North Royalton’s 3-0 start is a vast difference from last

season’s 0-3 beginning. The Bears haven’t won their first three games since

2012, when they finished the regular season 9-1. … First-year coach Judd Lutz

has the team moving behind quarterback Nolan Klingbeil, who has left tackle

and Kent State commit Ethan Garnes and junior guard Brandon Bostick

keeping him upright.

Who will win: Hudson 35-21



What to watch: The Bees have won five straight and are 8-3 in the rivalry.

The Bulldogs’ last win was 38-18 on Oct. 17, 2014, in Medina. … The Bees are

tied for 16th, and the Bulldogs are fifth in Division I, Region 1. … Stow

quarterback Gideon Larlham has turned it on the last two weeks with five

touchdown passes. Running back Israel Purkiss has 287 yards and three

touchdowns on 20 carries in that time. … Quarterbacks Adam Barr (77-

for-122 passing, 533 yards, four TDs) and Kaden Patrick (15-for-24 passing,

120 yards, two TDs) have been effective through the air, and Ashton Knowles

(18 receptions, 200 yards, one TD) is the primary receiver.

Who will win: Stow 21-17

What to watch: This is the first meeting between the two schools, according

to Fourseasonsfootball.com. … The Black Tigers are 10th in Division II,

Region 5. The Colts are 11th in Division III, Region 10. … Cuyahoga Falls is 2-1

for the second time in three seasons. … Quarterback Waseem Mustafa led the

way last week with 223 yards rushing and two touchdowns on 24 carries and

was 7-for-16 passing for 103 yards and a TD in a 28-21 win over Southeast.

Jordan Luster caught the TD pass from Mustafa, had three catches for 46

yards and recovered two fumbles, one in the end zone for a TD. … Kellen Price

came in at quarterback last week for the Colts and rushed for 159 yards and

two touchdowns on 23 carries in a 14-7 win over Carrollton.

Who will win: Cloverleaf 35-21

What to watch: Woodridge opens its Metro Athletic Conference season on a

roll, with a come-from-behind 20-14 win over CVCA in Week 2. … After a

seven-touchdown performance in Week 2, QB Blake Pumper came back to

earth against the Royals. He went 14-of-23 passing for 185 yards, but threw



two interceptions. … RB Jonathan Tyree continues to do everything for the

Bulldogs. He ran for 53 yards and a TD, while catching three passes for 33

yards vs. CVCA. … Field is coming off a tough 49-0 loss to Poland Seminary.

The Falcons are coached by James Dutched.

Who will win: Woodridge 35-14

What to watch: This has been the premier game in the Metro Athletic

Conference for years. Either the Panthers or Rockets have won at least a share

of every Metro championship since 2018, dating back to when it was the

Portage Trail Conference's Metro Division. ... Both teams can be expected to

lean heavily on their star running backs. Norton's Jason Beverly ran for 258

yards and three touchdowns last week against Marlington and Streetsboro's

Logan Fincham ran for three touchdowns and 150 yards in his team's victory

over Alliance.

Who will win: Norton 35-28

What to watch: The Ravens hope to shake off a peculiar loss in which they

ran twice as many plays as Niles McKinley and dominated yardage 413-254

but still lost a heartbreaker. ... Mark Miller continues to be one of the stories

of the season for Ravenna with two touchdowns (one rushing, one receiving)

and 146 rushing yards against the Red Dragons. ... The Spartans have lost 12

in a row dating back to last year's opener. Springfield has particularly

struggled to score, with 12 combined points in three games.

Who will win: Ravenna 35-7

What to watch: Green and Hoover open Federal League play with the

Bulldogs looking to extend their winning streak to three games and the

Vikings looking to bounce back from their first defeat. ... Green QB Chase



Herbert threw four TD passes and ran for a score in the Bulldogs'

42-14 rout of North Olmsted last week. Herbert has accounted for eight TDs

this season (six passing and two rushing). The senior hasn't thrown an

interception in 53 attempts. Aiden Rice is the Bulldogs' top receiver with eight

catches for 219 yards (27.4 per grab) and two touchdowns. ... Hoover's rally

from a 22-0 halftime deficit fell short in a 22-15 loss to Garfield Heights last

week. ... Whether healthy or injured, senior QB Nolan Bonner has been

Hoover's most effective offensive weapon. A broken thumb suffered in Week 1

has prevented him from being a passer. But the 6-foot-2, 225-pound Bonner

has continued as a power runner, with totals of 217 yards at 7.8 a carry and

five touchdowns. Senior Michael Lammlein looks to bounce back from a 35-

yard rushing night last week after eclipsing 100 yards in Hoover's wins against

Buchtel and Medina. ... Senior Jayden Hall picked off two passes for Green

last week. Senior LB Luke Schaal continues to be all over the field defensively

for the Bulldogs. ... Hoover beat Green 27-21 last season to snap a three-game

losing streak to the Bulldogs. The Vikings lead the all-time series 14-5. 

Who will win: Green 20-17

What to watch: Lake lost a late lead on the road last week. Perry was down

34-0 after three quarters last week. The bottom line is both teams look to

bounce back from their first losses as they open Federal League play this

week. ... Ty DeGeorge accounted for 157 of Lake's 241 offensive yards in last

week's 20-16 loss at Rocky River. The versatile senior ran 18 times for 61

yards and a touchdown, caught eight passes for 48 yards and was 2-of-3

passing for 44 yards and an interception. DeGeorge has six rushing

touchdowns this season. ... The Blue Streaks have allowed only 34

points through three games. Six of them came with 4:34 left last week, when

Rocky River threw a 24-yard touchdown pass that ultimately decided game. ...

After exploding for 369 yards and six touchdowns rushing the first two weeks,

Perry senior Jonathan Lemon was limited to 68 yards on 15 carries last week.



The Panthers gained just 193 yards after averaging almost 400 yards in their

two wins. ... Perry plays two quarterbacks: junior Cameron Treharn and

sophomore Connor Boudrie. They combine for 24-of-36 passing for 190

yards, two TDs and one interception. ... Lake beat Perry 31-15 last year and

has won five of the last six matchups. The Panthers lead the all-time series

23-16. 

Who will win: Lake 21-10

What to watch: While Manchester is 0-3, it has endured two straight

heartbreakers against solid opposition, losing by one point to Streetsboro in

Week 2 and Columbia in Week 3. … The Panthers were unable to get a two-

point conversion in the final minute of it 32-31 loss to Columbia. … QB

Greyson Swaino went 8-of-15 for 124 yards and 3 TDs in the loss. … Canton

South is winless, as the Wildcats have struggled on offense, putting up only 1

TD in each of their first three games.

Who will win: Manchester 28-14

What to watch: The featured matchup in the opening week of the PAC-7

season. ... Some see Triway as the team to beat in the conference this year.

The Titans are the defending PAC-7 champions and were a regional

semifinalist in 2025. ... Quarterback Jaxon Clippinger and receiver Brandt

Clippinger help lead a Triway offense that scores 30 points a game. Jaxon

Clippiner has thrown for 675 yards and six touchdowns. Brandt Clippinger

has a team-leading 27 catches for 297 yards and TDs. ... Austin Houser and

Mason Massaro are a solid one-two tandem in the Titans backfield. Houser

leads the team with 291 yards rushing on 54 carries and three touchdowns ...

Northwest is coming off its toughest test, a 30-21 win at Central Catholic.

Coach John DeMarco's team scored the game's final two touchdowns to come

from behind. ... Quarterback Brayden Venables' 58-yard touchdown pass to



Brayden Boyle last week was his first TD throw of the season. Running for

almost 10 yards a carry, Venables is a threat in a Northwest running game

that has rolled up 692 yards in three games. Venables and Jakob Garber have

rushed for three touchdowns apiece. Connor Stephenson has two rushing

TDs. ... Northwest handed Triway its only PAC-7 loss a year ago. 

Who will win: Triway 24-21 

What to watch: Maddox Smith and the Wildcats had a great bounce-back

performance in Week 3 against Dalton, with the senior quarterback

completing 14 of 21 passes for 182 yards and a touchdown. Mogadore

continues to be highly multi-faceted offensively, including Smith's ability to

run and pass; Smith's multiple receiving threats, including Collin

Hendrickson and Kade Thomas; and Thomas (37 carries, 224 yards, five

touchdowns) emerging as a strong inside runner. ... Malvern has its own

considerable offensive weapons, including 6-foot-4 quarterback Jaxon Jones

and running back Luke Thomas, who scored all four touchdowns (three

rushing, one receiving) last week for the Hornets. ... Their main challenge has

come on the defensive end, as they're yielding 39 points per game. ...

Mogadore scored 28 unanswered points to win last year's meeting after

Malvern jumped out to a 14-0 lead.

Who will win: Mogadore 35-28

What to watch: Buchtel won its home opener 14-13 last week over Mentor

Lake Catholic at Tim Flossie Stadium, which was renovated before this season

via a $2.5 million construction project with Beaver Constructors. Upgrades

such as a new press box, a new concession building and new bathrooms are a



welcomed sight after Buchtel received a synthetic turf field from the Cleveland

Browns before the 2022 season. ... Buchtel QB Arthur Thomas threw two TD

passes against Mentor Lake Catholic, one apiece to Trayvion Jones and Davell

Tyler. The Griffins trailed 13-6 with 14 seconds remaining in the fourth

quarter when Thomas connected with Tyler on a TD pass on a 3rd-and-goal

play with five seconds to go. Thomas then converted a two-point conversion

run to put Buchtel on top. ... Buchtel coach Bryan Williams said Thomas,

Jones, Tyler and Steven Harris are playmakers on offense with linemen King

Love, Mekhi Wright, Peyton Bond, Kimyata Cooper, Braylon Solomon,

Nji’eem Brightwell and KenDre Carter. ... "Raseam Weems blocked a field

goal against Mentor Lake Catholic, TaVione Iverson and Davell Tyler each had

an interception and Mekhi Wright had a sack," Williams said. ... Lutheran

East topped Firestone 33-12 last week.

Who will win: Buchtel 21-14

What to watch: CVCA saw Woodridge rally to win in Week 3, dropping the

Royals below .500 for the first time since 2024. … The Royals will need to get

their running game going against Garfield. Tommy Kopec ran for 103 yards

and A TD vs. Woodridge. … Garfield seeks its first win, having been outscored

120-25 in its first three games against Norton, Revere and Copley. ...

Garfield's Kemp Boyd will be coaching against his son, Asa Boyd, a senior

linebacker at CVCA at Kenmore Stadium.

Who will win: CVCA 28-7
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