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Key Points

Breaking down Week 8 games with predictions of who will win.

It's Week 8 of the Ohio high school football season, and one Akron-area team will kick off the

action Thursday, Oct. 8, before 22 games are played Friday, Oct. 9.

In Thursday's game, St. Vincent-St. Mary (1-6) will look for its second win when it travels to

Boardman. Top games Friday include Wadsworth (7-0), the Akron area's last remaining

undefeated team and ranked No. 1 in our latest power poll, hosting Hudson (6-1); Archbishop

Hoban (3-4) entertaining Glenville (5-2); and Walsh Jesuit (5-1) entertaining Youngstown

Ursuline (5-2).

All games kick off at 7 p.m. unless noted. Who will win? Keep reading to see which teams the

Beacon Journal staff thinks will prevail.

What to watch: This is the first meeting between the two schools, according to

fourseasonsfootball.com. … STVM is 20th in Division III, Region 10 and will be

eliminated from the playoffs with a loss. Boardman is 24th in Division II, Region 5 and

will be eliminated from the playoffs with a loss. … Damiere Avery (93 carries, 318 yards,

four TDs) leads the Irish rushing attack. Will Adamson (82-for-165 passing, 772 yards, six

TDs) has been solid this season, with Quinn Hurley (35 catches, 374 yards, two TDs) and

Dom Scott (18 catches, 162 yards, two TDs) as his main targets. … Running backs Ryan



Mitchell and Frank Butto are standouts for the Spartans, who run behind tight ends Kelly

Pavlik and Carter Dettmer. … Butto is the player to watch on defense.

Who will win: Boardman 14-7

What to watch: Hoban hosts Glenville for the fourth year in a row, and the Knights have

won the previous three games against the Tarblooders — 28-16 in 2023, 20-0 in 2024 and

12-9 in 2025. … Glenville is led by veteran coach Ted Ginn Sr. Glenville moved up to

Division III this season after merging with Collinwood. The Tarblooders won Division IV

state championships in 2022, 2023 and 2025. … Glenville has 12 players with Division I

college scholarship offers: QB LaMarques Greenwood II, RB-LB Da'Von McDougle, LB-

WR Kaylon Bailey, WR DeAnthony Crittenden, WR Emiere Lemons, CB-WR Jaylen

Edwards, OL-DL Eason Hankins, DB Jaquan Gibson, TE Elijah Harden, TE Aiden Miller,

DB-WR Dionte Shephard and DB-WR Dawawn Whitner. … Greenwood has pledged to

play at Army, Bailey is committed to Colorado, McDougle is a James Madison recruit and

Hankins is headed to Kent State. … Edwards' scholarship offer list includes Ohio State. …

Glenville's two losses are to Massillon (31-18) and Columbus Bishop Watterson (35-13),

and the wins are against Olentangy Liberty (34-13), Football North of Canada (37-21) and

Cleveland Senate League foes Rhodes (50-6), John Hay (46-0) and East Technical (33-0).

… Hoban also has state championship pedigree, with Division III titles in 2015 and 2016

and Division II crowns in 2017, 2018 and 2020. ... Hoban defeated Cincinnati Woodward

46-6 last week. Israel "Major" Cribbs threw a TD pass to John Johnson and Jaiden

Daniels, Terrell Daniels, Rocco Szekeres, Ryan Sims and London Beasley each ran for a

TD. Hoban's Jace Campbell and Kiren Green each had a tackle that resulted in a safety

and Brayden Zaucha and Mason McCoy each had an interception against Woodward.

Jeremy Hammel continues to be a reliable kicker for the Knights, making all six PATs last

week. … Hoban has four players who have made a college commitment: Johnson (Bowling

Green), Daniels (Ball State), OL Caleb Williams (Buffalo) and OL Rylee Pickering

(Findlay).

Who will win: Hoban 21-14



What to watch: The game will have big ripple effects on both teams' playoff points.

Walsh sits atop the Division II, Region 5 playoff standings heading into Week 8, while

Ursuline is third in the Division III, Region 9 standings … After suffering its first loss of

the season two weeks ago, Walsh bounced back with a rout of St. Vincent-St. Mary in

Week 7. … Warriors QB David Ternosky went 10-of-13 passing for 135 yards and two TDs

vs. the Irish after a rough time the previous week. … Dominick Courtad led Walsh on the

ground vs. STVM with 91 yards and a TD. … Ternosky has a bunch of weapons to target,

with receivers Cayden LeVert , Nathan Allen, Vinny Salamone and Xavier Steele each

snagging a touchdown pass in Week 7. … Walsh will look to contain Ursuline running

back Vinny Ferko, who has rushed for 770 yards and 10 TDs so far this season. … Ursuline

QB Patrick Reardon has thrown for 613 yards with three TDs and five interceptions this

season. … After a 1-2 start, Ursuline has won its last four games. The Fighting Irish are

coming off a 44-40 win over Steubenville.

Who will win: Walsh Jesuit 35-21

What to watch: The Grizzlies hold a 17-13 edge in the series and have beaten the

Explorers the last three times. … Hudson is third in Division I, Region 1 and can clinch a

playoff spot with a win. Wadsworth is fourth in Division II, Region 5 and can clinch a

playoff spot with a win. Both teams can clinch a home game with a win. Hudson has a

98% chance to earn a bye with a win. Wadsworth has an 86% chance to earn a bye with a

win. … Benny Hegedish (24-for-44 passing, 203 yards; 35 carries, 192 yards, TD) will start

at quarterback with Hayden Lipinski (illness) still out for Hudson. Reno Ferri (113 carries,

890 yards, 15 TDs) has been outstanding for the Explorers. Anthony Paolucci (17 catches,

238 yards, TD) is the go-to receiver. … Hudson gains 311.1 yards per game. … Brysen Hall

(137-for-203 passing, 1,578 yards, 21 TDs, one interception). He has a 123.14 passer rating

this season. … His 6,505 yards are already a school record. … Hall’s main targets are

Jay’len King (42 catches, 780 yards, 11 TDs), who has caught a touchdown in every game

so far, and Kobey Ostervich (32 catches, 375 yards, two TDs). … Braxton Wagner (24 for

24 on extra points, 1 for 1 on field goals) is perfect kicking this season.

Who will win: Wadsworth 35-21

What to watch: Nordonia's offense continues to put up big numbers this season. The



Knights are scoring more than 36 points a game. … The Knights are in the thick of the

Division II, Region 5 playoff race. Nordonia is second in the computer rankings behind

Walsh Jesuit. … Nordonia's Steve Fakult is one of the most prolific quarterbacks in

Summit County. He threw for 219 yards and four TDs in Nordonia's Week 7 win over

Solon. … Nordonia's wide receiving corps is the deepest in the area. Collin Atha, Dominick

Jackson, Grant Kaminski, Brock Barwidi and Jamiere Davis all our capable of making an

impact. … After a 1-2 start, Stow has lost its four games in the Suburban League National

Conference. … Defense has been the Bulldogs' issue, as they have given up 36 points per

game to conference foes.

Who will win: Nordonia 42-21

What to watch: East is led by coach Marques Hayes and players Naseer Williams-Clay,

Lawrence Cherry Jr., Marcus Council Jr., Emmanuel Jefferson, Mariece Fenn, Lamar

Saulsberry, Sean Echols and Elijah Grice. ... The Dragons are seeking their sixth win a

row. … East beat host Ellet 38-7 on Oct. 3, with Grice returning the opening kickoff 80

yards for a touchdown. Williams-Clay completed 14 of 24 passes for 289 yards and two

TDs and Jefferson recorded three catches for 126 yards and a TD. Cherry totaled 52 yards

and two TDs on five carries, four catches for 88 yards and a TD and seven tackles. Council

contributed 38 yards and a TD on three carries and three catches for 57 yards. Fenn had

seven tackles and two sacks. Saulsberry added five tackles and a sack. … North enters

Week 8 with interim head coach Brandon Allison in charge after DeMonte Powell was

placed on administrative leave by Akron Public Schools last week and then resigned for an

unspecified reason. Allison's brother, Isaiah Allison, is also taking on a larger coaching

role. The Allison brothers and Powell are North graduates. … The Vikings have been shut

out in each of their past three games, losing 49-0 to Mogadore, 42-0 to Buchtel and 49-0

to Garfield.

Who will win: East 49-7

What to watch: The Bees hold a 17-7 edge in the series and have won 10 of the last 11

games. … North Royalton holds the last playoff spot and is 12th in Division II, Region 5.

Medina is tied for 15th in Division I, Region 1. … Daniel Piper (98-for-148 passing, 1,216

yards, 10 TDs) paces North Royalton and has Ryan Kinney (26 catches, 410 yards, four



TDs), Enzo Gajewski (20 catches, 289 yards, three TDs) and Lincoln Lee (28 catches, 257

yards, three TDs) as his primary receivers. … Medina has started Kaden Patrick (69-

for-134 passing, 678 yards, six TDs, five interceptions) at quarterback the last four games

but used Adam Barr (87-for-110 passing, 859 yards, five TDs, three interceptions) quite a

bit last week in a 41-7 loss to Hudson. Their primary receivers are Cooper Sokolowksi (39

catches, 423 yards, four TDs) and Ashton Knowles (34 catches, 339 yards, TD).

Who will win: North Royalton 34-24

What to watch: The series is tied at 8-8 but the Minutemen have won the last two

meetings. … Revere is 11th in Division III, Region 10 and has a 94% chance of making the

playoffs with a win Friday, according to Fantastic50.net. The Magics are 17th in Division

II, Region 5 and will be knocked out of the playoffs with a loss. … Malachi Robinson has

taken over for Jackson Hanlin (injured) at quarterback for the Magics and has thrown for

300 yards and four scores in the last two games. Cleophus Thompson (750 all-purpose

yards, six TDs), Vernon Reynolds (550 all-purpose yards, five TDs) and Mareon Peters

(475 yards receiving, five TDs) move the offense. Michael Ellis (60 tackles) and Varner

(seven tackles for loss) pace the defense. … Carter Hajdu (760 yards passing, four TDs;

four rushing TDs) has mainstays in T.J. Meech (21 catches, 363 yards, two TDs) and Liam

Drvenkar (nine receptions, 115 yards) with Lane Shenigo (103 carries, 607 yards, seven

TDs) holding down the rushing game. Davis Hajdu (54 tackles, three for loss, three pass

breakups, two interceptions, three blocked field goals) is the big name on defense. …

David Kennedy is 19 for 19 on extra points and 4 for 5 on field goals, with a long of 37.

Who will win: Revere 35-21

What to watch: This is the first meeting between the two schools, according to

fourseasonsfootball.com. … Highland is third in Division II, Region 5 and can clinch a

playoff berth with a win. … Solon is 12th in Division I, Region 1. … The Hornets have won

six games in a row, while Solon has dropped three of its last four. … Highland is led by

Evan Foust (43 carries, 252 yards, five TDs), Anthony DePompei (51 carries, 228 yards,

four TDs), Levi Clark (23 carries, 174 yards, three TDs), Colton Winston (32 carries, 163

yards, two TDs) and Colton Wadle (42 carries, 135 yards, three TDs). Wadle is 47-for-60

passing for 929 yards and nine touchdowns. Ben Radigan (14 catches, 345 yards, three

TDs) is his main target. … Kicker Jonah Kowza is 31 for 31 on extra points and 6 for 7 on



field goals, with a long of 48 yards. … Solon is led by running back Jackson Sanders, who

has rushed for 154 yards and two scores the last two weeks. … Comets QB Brody Cowan

leads the Comets at quarterback. … Miami (Ohio) commit Brady Bush is a 6-foot-2, 230-

pound three-star edge rusher with offers from Buffalo, Kent State and Ohio University.

Who will win: Highland 42-14

What to watch: Twinsburg comes in after beating Barberton for its first win over the

season. … Tigers QB Dylan Fantone, found his rhythm against the Magics, throwing for

215 yards and four TDs. … The Tigers defense held the Magics to six points, which was a

season best. … Copley looks to rebound after a close loss to Brecksville in Week 7. …

Copley QB Dane Wininger will look to stay hot after throwing three TDs against the Bees.

Who will win: Copley 28-14

What to watch: If CVCA wants to repeat as North Coast Conference champions, a

victory over the Lions in Chardon is a must. … The Royals finally got the their rushing

game going in Week 7 with 338 yards against Holy Name. … CVCA RB Tommy Kopec had

a huge game in Week 7, rushing for 129 yards and three TDs and snagging a 12-yard TD

pass from QB Alex Mammone. … The Royals defense held Holy Name to just 26 rushing

yards and was able to stop a game-clinching two-point conversion. … ND-CL is fourth in

the Division III, Region 9 computer rankings and is riding a five-game win streak. … The

Lions defeated Padua 41-14 in Week 7 and have not been held below 28 points during the

win streak.

Who will win: ND-CL 28-14

What to watch: Alliance and Coventry meet for the first time this week. ... Coventry has

lost four consecutive games. The Comets have played only two opponents with a losing

record and defeated one of them, 20-2 over Springfield. ... Coventry has been shut out five

times this season and has scored only six points the last four weeks combined. ... Jace

Gurganus and Bradley Steele have been splitting time at quarterback for Coventry. ...

Carter Mattingly will also take some snaps at quarterback for the Comets and is a threat to

run. ... Alliance has won three games in a row since Cashe Brisker took over at

quarterback because of injury. The Aviators have outscored opponents 102-39 during that



span. ... Opponents have struggled to stop Alliance rushing combo of Brisker and Trevin

Wilkes. Wilkes will likely eclipse 1,000 yards rushing in this game. He has run for 937

yards and nine TDs this season. Brisker has run for 803 yards and 10 touchdowns on 104

carries. ... Brisker also leads the Alliance secondary with two interceptions. He has 34

tackles and three tackles for loss.  

Who will win: Alliance 28-0

What to watch: After losing to Woodridge in Week 7, Tallmadge needs a win to have

any hope of staying in the Metro Athletic Conference race. … QB Chase Walters has had

some success throwing the ball, including two TD passes against the Bulldogs. … RB

Angelo Gotto is the engine of the Blue Devils offense, while James Robinson leads the

defense at linebacker. … Cloverleaf comes in on a five-game win streak, though the Colts

have yet to beat a team with a winning record this season. … The Colts offense has been

on fire during MAC play, scoring 55 points per game against conference foes.

Who will win: Cloverleaf 35-28

What to watch: The Ravens and the Black Tigers look to bounce back after losing last

week by wide margins. Streetsboro defeated Ravenna 63-14 and Norton topped Cuyahoga

Falls 56-7. … Ravenna features Mark Miller and Andrew Mladek. … Waseem Mustafa and

Nolan Altier are players to watch for Cuyahoga Falls.

Who will win: Cuyahoga Falls 21-14

What to watch: Woodridge enters Week 8 after a 35-21 win over Tallmadge. … Bulldogs

QB Blake Pumper continues to impress, completing18 of 30 passes for 267 yards and four

touchdowns last week. Carter Maxa had nine catches for a school-record 192 yards and

three TDs. Kai Jones and Will Owens are two other playmakers to watch for Woodridge.

Owens ran for 146 yards and a TD on 22 carries last week and Jones had two catches for

36 yards and a TD. … Woodridge's defense features Maxa, Jones, Bryce Waddell and

Freddie Pettit. … Maxa had six tackles and three sacks last week, Waddell added five

tackles and two sacks, Pettit totaled 10 tackles (one for loss) and Jones had nine tackles. ...

Springfield has lost the last four weeks in MAC play to Ravenna (40-0), Cloverleaf (64-0),

Cuyahoga Falls (50-3) and Kent Roosevelt (46-0).



Who will win: Woodridge 49-3

What to watch: McKinley enters its penultimate Federal League game of 2026 looking

to continue its conference dominance, while Lake tries to snap a two-game slide and keep

its league title hopes alive. ... The Bulldogs have won at least a share of four consecutive

Federal League championships. Their four league wins this season have come by 32.3

points on average. They have won 10 straight Federal League games, 25 of their last 28

and 50 of their last 57. ... This game features two of the better defenses in the area.

McKinley has posted three shutouts and allowed 50 total points. Lake hadn't allowed

more than 20 points in a game before last week's 37-20 loss at Jackson. ... Senior LB

Antonio Stevens leads McKinley's defense with 49 tackles. Senior DE Amare Mitchell, a

Ball State recruit, has team highs of nine TFLs and three sacks. He also has two

interceptions. ... Lake senior Ty DeGeorge has gained 992 yards from scrimmage — 678

rushing and 314 receiving. He's scored 15 touchdowns, one of them a 95-yard pick six. ...

DeGeorge has two interceptions this season, and teammate Mitch Wise has four, which

ties for the area lead. ... McKinley junior RB Kyelin West is on quite the tear over the last

four games. He has 712 rushing yards and 15 total touchdowns in that span. West ran for

162 yards and three touchdowns last week in a 35-7 win over Hoover. Senior WR Darius

Hill caught nine passes for 162 yards and a TD. Hill, who has three consecutive 100-yard

receiving games, became McKinley's career receptions leader. He now has 109. ...

McKinley junior QB Braylon Crook continues to impress. He has thrown for 1,311 yards

(second in the league) while only being intercepted twice in 115 attempts. ... One of the

strengths of Lake's team is its defensive line. Junior DE Simon Humphrey has made a

tremendous impact with team highs of 9.5 TFLs and four sacks. ... The Blue Streaks

struggled with the depth of Jackson last week and seemed to wear down in the fourth

quarter. They'll face a similar challenge this week with McKinley, which, like Jackson,

does not have many two-way players. Lake coach Dan DeGeorge, in his 14th year,

considered the overall challenge of the Bulldogs and offered this opinion: "It might be one

of the better McKinley teams we've faced, to be honest with you." ... McKinley has won 11

straight games against Lake and leads the all-time series 18-4.

Who will win: McKinley 31-13

What to watch: This is an important game for playoff positioning in Division II's Region



7. The Leopards, winners of four of their last five games, are sixth in the region. The

Bulldogs are ninth. ... The independent Leopards are in a stretch of four Federal League

opponents in five games. They had lost 11 straight and 21 of their last 22 games against

Fed teams before knocking off Lake 16-15 in Week 6. Before that, their last win over a

Federal League team came in Week 7 of the 2022 season when they beat Green 27-23. ...

These two teams go about their business differently. Green has passed for 1,234 yards and

rushed for 830. Louisville has passed for 763 yards and rushed for 1,524. ... Running

behind a line featuring UConn commit Aden Norris (6-8, 320) and D1 prospect Trevor

Burick (6-3, 285), Louisville junior Lucas Neff has rushed for 729 yards at 6.1 a carry and

five touchdowns. Junior QB Cody Zahler has thrown for 763 yards, two touchdowns and

five interceptions while running for 350 yards and a team-high eight TDs. ... Green senior

QB Chase Herbert threw TD passes to three different receivers last week. He has 11

touchdown passes and just one interception this season and is very dangerous when

extending plays with his legs. WRs Aiden Rice and Reed Liberatore have combined for 42

receptions for 806 yards and eight touchdowns for the Bulldogs. Liberatore also has TDs

on interception and kickoff returns. ... Senior LB Colton Dougherty is a three-year starter

and leads the Louisville defense with 63 tackles and nine TFLs. Junior DL Jake Baker has

four sacks. Junior DB Xavier Berdella has two interceptions. ... Senior LB Luke Schaal and

Senior DL Clayton Washington each had three TFLs last week for Green. Schaal is by far

the Bulldogs' leading tackler with 69. Senior DB Jayden Hall picked off his team-best

third pass of the season. ... This is the sixth consecutive year Green and Louisville have

met, with the Bulldogs winning four of the five previous matchups, including 27-14 last

year. Green leads the all-time series 4-3.  

Who will win: Green 27-23

What to watch: The game of the week in the Principals Athletic Conference. A win

pushes Manchester into a first-place tie with Orrville, which is playing outside the

conference this week. A Triway win tightens things up atop the conference. ... The

Panthers have won four straight after opening the season against some tough

nonconference competition. They faced their first true PAC-7 challenge last week and

gutted out a 27-21 win over Fairless. ... Manchester running back Phil Partin is a

conference player of the year candidate. He averages 7.6 yards a carry and has rushed for

1,304 yards and 16 touchdowns. In the win over Fairless, Partin rushed for a school-

record 371 yards and three touchdowns. It was his second straight 300-yard rushing game

against the Falcons. ... Triway is a team that can light up a scoreboard. The Titans erupted



for a season-high 62 points last week against Canton South and gain almost 400 total

yards a game.  

Who will win: Triway 35-28

What to watch: Northwest lost control of its destiny in the Principals Athletic

Conference race last week when it lost to Orrville, but coach John DeMarco's team still

has a lot to play for, starting with this week's game with Route 93 neighbor Tuslaw.

Winning out will land Northwest a playoff berth in Division IV, Region 13. ... The inability

to finish drives cost Northwest in a 28-19 loss to Orrville. Settling for field goals left some

points on the field. Northwest also came up empty on other trips across the 50-yard line.

... The passing game was a bright spot last week. Brayden Venables threw for 209 yards

and a touchdown. He went in with 393 passing yards and six TDs. ... Venables, Jakob

Garber and Conner Stephenson have combined for 1,233 rushing yards and 14

touchdowns this season. Stephenson also leads the defense with 75 tackles, including five

sacks. ... Tuslaw will try to stop a four-game losing streak and beat Northwest for the first

time since 2018. The four-game slide has come against teams with a combined record of

23-5. ... Taking unbeaten Toronto to overtime last week was a promising sign for the

Mustangs. They were shut out by a combined score of 100-0 the previous two weeks. ...

Gage Fink rushed for a game-high 122 yards and three touchdowns against Toronto. He

leads the Mustangs in rushing with 392 yards and six TDs. 

Who will win: Northwest 21-7

What to watch: Buchtel is seeking its third win a row and its fifth win in six games. …

The Griffins beat Firestone 20-0 last week in a game that ended at halftime because of

fights involving spectators inside and outside of Ellet's stadium. Arthur Thomas threw

two touchdown passes to Steven Harris against Firestone. Auldyn Lovelace contributed a

rushing TD and Thomas threw a two-point conversion pass to Cyerre Ruggs. … Ernest

Pitts, Tramir Jones, Trayvion Jones, Travis Owens, Samir Brown, Braylon Solomon, King

Arthur Love and Raseam Weems are other players to watch for Buchtel. ... Ellet lost 38-7

to visiting East last Saturday. Travontae Harbin caught a TD pass from Demetrius Halsell

and Ayden Bunn kicked the PAT against East. … Ellet also features Dae'zhaun Winters,

Jayden Cooper, Cody Lutz and Jordan Robinson. 



Who will win: Buchtel 35-7

What to watch: Garfield enters Week 8 after earning its first win of the season last

week, a 49-0 victory over visiting North. Garland Merkins and Sheldon Corley each ran

for two touchdowns for Garfield. Darius Sales, Ja'von Jackson and Tyrinn Austin added

one rushing TD apiece. Xavier Ward scored two 2-point conversions, Austin had one two-

point conversion and Claude Asifiwe made one of PAT. ... Firestone lost 20-0 to Buchtel

last week in a game that ended at halftime because of fights involving spectators inside

and outside of Ellet's stadium. … This will be the second game in a row Firestone will play

without regular starting quarterback Donniven Younger, who was injured in a 14-7 win

over Ellet in Week 6. Kyrel El-Travis moved from running back to quarterback for the

Falcons last week. Carleon Smart, Lennox Wells, Nae'than Milliner, Jaylen Croff and

Me'Khi Young are also key players for Firestone.

Who will win: Garfield 21-14
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