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jhland's Colten Wadle, Jake Weber and Mathan Capotosto, left to right, celebrate ater Weber's game-winning touchdown.

\ever, ever give up

Veber’s touchdown on final play gives Hornets unreal comeback win

Albert Grindle
The Gazstte

JHANGER TWE — A share of
+Subuthan Leagne National
nference  championship
ne down to fourth-and-goal
m the G-yard line with two
onds remaining and the
shland football team wrailing
dsworth by five points.

"hat's when Jake Weber's
lemption story plaved out
all the world to see as light,
istery rain glistened off the

North Gareway Tire ield turf.,
Calton wadle took the shot-
gun srap fromSpencer Marquis,
play-Eiked to running back Evan
Foust, rolled right and found a

King

Dishauzi

diving Weber in the front comer
of the end zone Friday as time
expired. The referee raised his
arm to sigmal a touchdown, and
neaddy everyone else wearing

green, hlack and white followed
suit as the Hornets completed
a comeback tor the ages to win
228,

Highland (8-1, 6-0) trailed
the Grizzlies (8-1, 5-1) 26-10
through three quarters but
scored 19 unanswered polnts
mweer the final 1150, Weber's T
capped a second hall' in which
he had seven catches for 79
vards, atening for a lost fum-
hle that set up Wadsworth's
final score and put Highland

into desperation mode,

"You look at our season and
we started off losing by 34 (to
Walsh Jesuit). That lit a fire
under our (hutts), and every-
one has been working hard,
miaking sure that we can play
with these good teams,” Weber
sand. “Wadsworths a great team.
We've faced a lot of adversity
me personally, 've faced aton of
adversity — but we dide't give up
just because we wene Iosing by
18 or whatever, We just fought.”
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Nmwn by three sootes after
Grizelies quarterback Brysen
Hall {19-for-36, 249 yands, 2 TDs,
3 INTs) found Kolbey Ostervich
Tor 10-yard TD with 5:49 lefi in
the third quarter, Highland com-
pleted a 15-play, 62-yard drive
capped byva 1-yand Wadle TD run
Thiere was a lot af work to do, bt
the defense gt a stop and Wadle
[15-fioa-22, 176 yards, 2 TDs; 16
carries, 67 vards, 2 Ts) sconed
;|H:11'n. this time fromm I?}m‘rlx
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Highland's Ban Radigan intercepts a pass intended for Wadsworth’s Donny Bettis Jr.
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While the two-point conversion
pass (o Anthony DePompei (14 car-
ries, B1 vards) in the fat was batted
away by Wadsworths Braydan Todd
to keep the score 26-23, the night
became trulv wild aflter that.

Sticking with their aerial artack
after leading rusher Jude Haller
exited with an injury, the Grizzlies
finally had a hiccup in pass pro-
tection on the ensuring play from
serimmage. Medina County sack
leader Lukas Grillis pushed his man
into Hall's legs and Marguis hit Hall
high as he threw, leading 1o a doater
intn no-man’s land was picked off
by a diving Foust on the Grizelies 31
with 6:35 lefi.

The game hecame stranger when
Marquis was foreed to exit for a play
after vomiting on the feld and his
backup's third -down snap was wide,
forcing a punt.

Hall later rolled right to avoid
pressure from Grillis on third-
and-11 and tried o find Ostervich
along the Highland sideline, only to
he picked off by defensive end [saac
Demming, who dropped deep into
coverage 1o setup a zone blite, That
gave Highland the ball on the Wad-
sworth 40 with 2:58 remaining,

Wildcal QB Delomped converted
fourth-and-2 from the 32 when
everyone knew a sweep lefl was
coming Wadle entered the red zone
after keeping an option, and Wadle
found Ben Hadigan at the sticks on

Highland 29,
Wadsworth 28
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third-and-4 from the 10 t set up
first-and-goal.

A spike and Foust run for no gain
led to thind-and-goal, where Wadle
trew wide left to a diving Radigan.
That set up essentially the same
concept the other way to Weber (8
catches, 106 yvards, 2 TDs), who ini-
tially ran a slant before dipping his
hips and running the double-move
known as a zig route to haul in the
cabch of his life,

“It was kind of a similar play call
tor the other side that we ran the play
before,” Wiber said. “T knew 1 made
mistakes throughout the game, so 1
knew that was my moment to make
up fior that.

"It's such a big moment, you
kmon? Being able to clinch the Sub-
urban League, thats what we've
been looking forward to all year,
and thats what was going duough
my mind right there."

For most of the middle quarters,
the Grizzlies appeared on the verge
of pulling away. Hall was masterful
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against a three-man rush, avoiding
pressure, finding second and third
reads with ease and running nine
times for a career-high 71 yards, a
stunning development considering
he had just 31 attemptis for 45 yards
on the season.

Wadsworth fell behind 7-0 when
Wadle hit a leaping Weber for a
27-yard score on an extended tri-
ple option but responded when
Haller crossed the goal line from 3
yards. The Grizzlies defense held
and forced a 27-yard Jonah Kowza
field goal, then Wadsworth took all
momentum into the locker room
atter a 21-vard Hall-to-Jayv’len King
(& catches, 113 yands) connection
and a Braydan Todd 15-vard run on
sprint draw,

Up 21-10 and with the ball to start
the second half, the Grizzlies stalled
when Hadigan (4 pass breakups)
intercepted a deep Hall attempt
thant wars knocked doven by the wind.
Undeterved, Wadsworth got another
stop when Brandon Dishaui forced
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a Weber fumble that was recovered
by Bryson Bupp at the Grizzlies
A-yard line.

Wadsworth gained what initially
appeared (o be a commanding lead
on Dstervich’s TD before the wheels
fell of.

Everything needed to go High-
lamd's way from that point Some-
how, the Hornets made sure it did.

“This is probably one of the best
moments of my football career,”
Frnst said. “I'm so proad of the boys
for coming cut here, plaving a good
Wadsworth team and coming out
in the second half to really put the
pressure on them and come back
like that "

While a tie remains in play if
Hudson (7-2, 4-2) downs Hiphland
anid Mordonia [8-1, 5-1) edges Wad-
sworth nest week, the Hornets' title
wis unforeseen after they grad-
uated 17 starters and had (o face
much tougher competition than
the American Conference. That
belief was certainly reinforced after
an embarrassing 34-0 home loss o
Walsh Jesudt in the season openet.

Weber and Co. never stopped
believing. They now can call them-
selves champions,

“Tt shows our character,” Weber
said, “Fverybodys douhting us in
the offseason, in the season saving
that ever sinee wie lost 34-0 [toWalsh
Jesuit) that we're not going be able
o compete with these big teams. We
proved evervone wrong and proved
ourselves right.”

Contect Alert Grindle &t 330) 7271043
or agrindie@imaaing-gazatis. com.



