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Key Points

Breaking down Week 6 games with predictions of who will win.

It's Week 6 of Ohio high school football, and four Akron-area teams still sport

perfect records entering games Friday, Sept. 25.

Walsh Jesuit (4-0), ranked No. 1 in our last power poll, leads that group. The

Warriors will host rival Archbishop Hoban (1-4), which has played an extremely

challenging schedule, in what figures to be a measuring stick game for both

teams.

Other undefeated teams in action are Woodridge (5-0), which will entertain 4-1

Norton; Wadsworth (5-0), which will host 1-4 Medina; and Northwest (5-0),

which will play host to 1-4 Coventry.

Who will win? Keep reading to see which teams the Beacon Journal staff thinks

have the upper hand.



What to watch: The Knights and Warriors have met 58 times, with Walsh

holding a 32-26 edge. The last four games have been split. Hoban and Walsh

met twice a year in 1998, 2021 and 2023-25. Hoban ended Walsh’s season in

2021, 2023 and 2024. The Warriors returned the favor in 1998 and 2025. ...

Knights coach Tim Tyrrell is 13-4 against Walsh. Warriors coach Nick

Alexander is 2-9 against the Knights. … Walsh is first in Division II, Region 5.

Hoban is 13th. … Hoban’s three losses that count toward the playoffs — the

Knights lost 28-13 to NFL Academy, UK in Week 2 — have been by a total of

11 points. … Quarterback Major Cribbs (54-for-96 passing, 596 yards, two

TDs; 67 carries, 561 yards, three TDs) leads Hoban, with Kahlil Diming (72

carries, 406 yards, six TDs) right behind. Eight receivers have caught at least

one pass for the Knights. John Johnson (21 catches, 265 yards, TD) and Cam

Chaney (11 catches, 139 yards, TD) lead that group on an offense that is

averaging 322.9 yards this season. … Walsh quarterback David Ternosky is

32-for-56 passing for 517 yards and three scores in three games. … Dom

Courtad (66 carries, 368 yards, six TDs), Mason Rodgers (24 carries, 140

yards, TD) and Ternosky (26 carries, 124 yards) lead the rushing attack.

Walsh has had seven receivers catch at least one pass. Cayden LeVert (10

catches, 179 yards), Cam Brunson (eight catches, 158 yards, TD) and Sam

Barrett (nine catches, 141 yards, TD) lead the way on an offense that produces

394.6 yards per game. ... Walsh was off last week after defeating Cleveland St.

Ignatius 31-24 in Week 4. Courtad ran for 141 yards and three touchdowns on

24 carries and Ternosky connected with Brunson on an 8-yard TD pass. …

"He squats 600 pounds," Alexander said of Courtad, who scored on runs of 9,

7 and 38 yards. "He is a weight room warrior. He plays with so much passion

out there. It is so awesome to see him running through people and running

through arm tackles. I am so proud of Dom. Credit goes to the offensive line



and the skill guys. We were getting after them up front." … Ternosky went 14-

of-30 passing for 204 yards with a TD and two interceptions and ran for 82

yards on 13 carries against Ignatius. 

Who will win: Walsh 24-21

What to watch: Metro Athletic Conference championship contenders meet

on Lahoski Field at Bulldog Stadium. … Norton has won the past three games

against Woodridge, 48-7 in 2025, 7-6 in 2024 and 28-0 in 2023. Woodridge's

most recent win against Norton came in 2022, a 28-21 victory in overtime. …

Both teams feature a talented backfield, with QB Trey Kersten and RB Jason

Beverly leading the Panthers and QB Blake Pumper and RB Johnathan Tyree

guiding the Bulldogs. … Coach John Daraio and Woodridge rolled to a 49-0

win at Ravenna under last week. Tyree ran for 120 yards and three TDs on just

eight carries. Will Owens added 74 yards and a TD on five carries. Pumper

was efficient, going 5-of-8 passing for 110 yards, including 69-yard TD to

Andrew Stull. … Carter Maxa, Kai Jones, Sean Thompson and Freddie Pettit

are four other key playmakers for Woodridge. Maxa scored a TD on a 2-yard

run and recovered a fumble, which set up Jones for a 2-yard TD run against

Ravenna. Jones had seven tackles, Maxa had six tackles (three for loss) and

Thompson contributed four tackles and an interception. Mason Endlich made

5 of 6 PATs and Jones threw a 2-point conversion pass to Thompson… Norton

won 38-7 at home over Tallmadge last week to make coach Glen Kruger a

happy man after a 42-35 at Streetsboro the week before. Kersten went 8-of-16

passing for 114 yards with a TD and an interception, and ran for 227 yards and

a TD on 22 carries against Tallmadge. … Beverly contributed 56 yards and two

TDs on 14 carries and Jaxon Ford recorded two interceptions and caught a 33-

yard TD pass from Kersten versus Tallmadge. Cash King and Blake Kaminski

are two other players to watch for Norton. King returned an interception 25

yards for a TD and Kaminski made a 31-yard field goal and all five of his PATs

last week.



Who will win: Woodridge 28-21

What to watch: Anyone who thought the Greenmen were done after three

straight losses, might need to reconsider after Aurora's emphatic 28-7 victory

over Twinsburg last week. The best sign for a Greenmen team that has

struggled to run the ball at times this season? Thirty-eight carries for 225

yards (5.9 average). It was a team effort, too, with quarterback Mathew Huth

(nine carries, 94 yards) and running backs Carter Fitzgerald (10 carries, 45

yards) and Tommy Stenger (10 carries, 65 yards) rushing for a combined 204

yards (7.0 average) and four touchdowns. ... The Minutemen look to pick up

their first win over the Greenmen since the latter joined the Suburban League.

Revere is fueled by the Hajdu brothers, with Carter checking in at

quarterback, Brady playing running back and outside linebacker and Davis

proving to be a disruptive force as a rover and slot receiver. Carter had three

touchdowns (two rushing, one passing) in Revere's last win, over Twinsburg

in Week 4.

Who will win: Aurora 35-28

What to watch: Copley leads the rivalry 10-6 and has won the last two

meetings. Despite this being the 17th meeting, only 17 points separate the two,

with Copley outscoring the Magics 459-442. Barberton has the only shutouts

in the meetings — 38-0 in 2019 and 33-0 in 2021. … Copley is third in

Division III, Region 10. Barberton is is 17th in Division II, Region 5. ... Magics

quarterback Jackson Hanlin (1,051 yards, 13 TDs) took a nasty hit on the

opening drive against Mayfield and won’t play Friday. Cleophos Thompson,

who has scored five touchdowns at wide receiver, is expected to pick up the

slack for quarterback Mareon Peters, who went 6-for-15 passing for 70 yards

last week in a 35-3 loss to the Wildcats. Also look for Vernon Reynolds, who

had six catches for 79 yards last week, to play a big role in the offense. … Dane



Wininger (65-for-109 passing, 1,073 yards, 17 TDs, three interceptions) has

been great for Copley this season. Noah Slattery (28 catches, nine TDs) with

Jalen Owens (11 catches, 146 yards, three TDs) and Jacob Kuczkowski (eight

catches, 134 yards, TD) are solid choices as well. Owens leads the rushing

attack with 677 yards on 81 carries with four scores. Wininger has 33 carries

for 163 yards and two scores.

Who will win: Copley 35-7

What to watch: This is the second meeting between the two schools, with

the Bulldogs winning 31-7 in 2020. … The Hornets are fourth in Division II,

Region 5. Stow is 12th in Division I, Region 1. … Don’t let the Bulldogs’ 2-3

record fool you. They lost in overtime to Medina and on a field goal to Solon

as time expired the last two weeks. Taking it a step further, the Bulldogs lost

36-34 to Aurora in Week 1. Stow has outscored its opponents 174-125 and has

lost its three games by a total of 11 points. … Quarterback Gideon Larlham has

been on a recent tear for Stow with nine touchdown passes in the last four

weeks. Israel Purkis and Caden Boyd, who led the Bulldogs last week with 109

yards rushing on 11 carries, make for a scary one-two punch in the backfield.

… Highland has rolled since a 34-0 loss to undefeated Walsh Jesuit in Week 1.

… Colton Wadle (35-for-43 passing, 638 yards, six TDs, no interceptions) has

been the talk of the Hornets since taking over at quarterback. Ben Radigan (11

carries, 330 yards, three TDs), Jake Weber (13 carries, 212 yards, two TDs)

and Evan Foust (six catches, 142 yards, two TDs) have been valuable assets.

Evan Foust (31 carries, 210 yards, four TDs), Anthony DePompei (44 carries,

149 yards, two TDs) and Colton Winston (28 carries, 124 yards, two TDs) lead

the rushing attack. … Foust (50 tackles, five for loss, interception) has been an

absolute beast for Highland, which gives up 273.0 yards per game.

Who will win: Highland 35-7



What to watch: Medina County’s oldest rivalry brings the 80th meeting

between the two schools. The Grizzlies hold a 43-34-2 record against the Bees

and have won the last two games. … Wadsworth is second in Division II,

Region 5. Medina's Kaden Patrick is 45-for-77 passing for 385 yards and six

touchdowns. Cooper Sokolowski leads the Bees in catches (35), receiving

yards (371) and receiving touchdowns (four). Ashton Knowles (26 catches,

258 yards, TD) and Bishop Burch (17 catches, 238 yards, three TDs) are also

solid options. … Brysen Hall (100-for-148 passing, 1,322 yards, 13 TDs, one

interception) has a passer rating of 132.5. Jay’len King (30, 490, seven TDs)

has scored a receiving touchdown in every game this season.

Who will win: Wadsworth 42-7

What to watch: Hudson had everything rolling until the second half of its

Week 5 game vs. Nordonia. The Explorers will look to rebound this week on

the road against a Solon team coming off a last-second win on a field goal. …

Hudson running back Reno Ferri continues to be on the area’s best running

backs. He put up 157 yards and a TD vs. Nordonia. … The question for

Hudson is the health of QB Hayden Lipinski, who was absent from the loss to

Nordonia. Backup Ben Hegedish ran for 51 yards and threw for 69 yards, but

was intercepted three times by the Knights. … Solon’s run-heavy offense is led

by Jackson Sanders, who ran for 118 yards and two TDs in the win over Stow

in Week 5.

Who will win: Hudson 28-14

What to watch: After a close loss at Highland, Nordonia bounced back well

against Hudson in Week 4, keeping itself in the Suburban League National

Conference race. … QB Steven Fakult continues to be one of Greater Akron’s



best. In the win over Hudson, Fakult threw for 163 yards and two TDs, while

rushing for another score. … Nordonia’s wide receiving corps has been hit by

injuries in recent weeks, but Grant Kaminski picked up the slack in Week 5

with four catches for 94 yards and two TDs. … Brock Barwidi snagged two

interceptions vs. Hudson and is Nordonia’s leading tackler from his safety

spot. … After a 3-0 start, North Royalton has been routed in its first two

National Conference games, including a shutout loss to Wadsworth in Week 5.

Who will win: Nordonia 35-21

What to watch: The Royals and Cougars have split their rivalry series the

last two years and head into Friday 1-1 with CVCA winning 28-21 last season.

… Lake Catholic is 14th in Division III, Region 9. The Royals are 20th. …

CVCA has a solid two-headed monster in Tommy Kopec (83 carries, 508

yards, eight TDs) and Zac Anderson (36 carries, 192 yards, two TDS). … Lake

Catholic likes to run the ball as well, with Twinsburg native Danny Zmorowski

(69 carries, 241 yards, four TDs) and Max Pisano (45 carries, 238 yards, two

TDs). If Max Pisano (31-for-54 passing, 403 yards, three TDs) is forced to

throw it, Tyan Tsai (nine catches, 112 yards) is his primary receiver.

Who will win: CVCA 28-14

What to watch: Firestone and Ellet begin Akron City Series play after losing

in Week 5. … Firestone lost 50-20 at Maple Heights last week. The Falcons are

led by Kyrel El-Travis and Donniven Younger. … Ellet lost 12-7 at East

Cleveland Shaw last week. … The Orangemen feature Jordan Robinson and

Jayden Cooper.

Who will win: Ellet 21-14



What to watch: Are the Panthers finding their footing? After three

consecutive losses to open the season, coach Kevin Stacy's team has won two

in a row by 80 points. It's the push Manchester needed before the challenges

that await in the second half of the season. ... Few teams have found ways to

contain Panthers running back Phil Partin during his career. This season is no

exception. Partin has rushed for 697 yards and nine touchdowns. He produces

6.2 yards a carry and 139.4 yards a game. ... Grayson Swaino continues to

grow in his first season as Manchester's starting quarterback. He has thrown

seven touchdown passes, including four to Noah Lance. ... After losing their

first two PAC-7 games, the Mustangs need to win this week to realistically stay

in the title race. They are coming off a 51-0 loss to Triway, their most lopsided

defeat of the season. ... Parker Reinhart is having a solid season on both sides

of the football for Tuslaw. He leads the team in tackles with 34 and

interceptions with three from his cornerback spot. He also has rushed for two

touchdowns and caught two TD passes. Tuslaw's offense also relies on

running backs Patrick Fox and Gage Fink. Fox leads the Mustangs with five

rushing touchdowns. Fox has a team-best five TD runs. ... The Mustangs are

looking for their first win over the Panthers since 2022.

Who will win: Manchester 28-14

What to watch: One could argue the Rockets' run of success began with an

overtime loss to Cloverleaf to end the 2018 season. That loss seemed to fire up

Streetsboro, which has recorded seven winning seasons (and seven playoff

appearances) since. The Rockets are in good shape to make it eight in a row,

winning four consecutive games since dropping their opener to Copley.

Streetsboro has averaged 39 points over that stretch, including 41 against

Roosevelt last week. ... Logan Fincham (128 carries, 761 yards, 12

touchdowns) has had a breakout year, and fellow Rockets senior Colton Cox



(559 passing yards, 376 rushing yards) has proven a highly capable conductor

of the offense. ... It should be a fun clash between Streetsboro's high-octane

offense and a Cloverleaf defense that is yielding just 6.4 points per game.

Who will win: Streetsboro 28-14

What to watch: Northwest is one of two Stark County teams that will kick

off the second half of the regular season unbeaten. Coach John DeMarco's

team is coming off a successful three-game road trip that included a come-

from-behind win over Central Catholic and a win over defending PAC-7

champion Triway. ... Northwest's running game was clicking again in last

week's 24-7 victory over Canton South. Conner Stephenson rushed for 128

yards and a touchdown. As a team, Northwest piled up 235 yards rushing. ...

Northwest is running for 5.6 yards per carry this season. Stephenson leads the

team in rushing with 374 yards rushing and eight touchdowns. Northwest's

running game is also powered by Jakob Garber and quarterback, Brayden

Venables, who have combined for 645 yards and six TDs. ... Stephenson

anchors a Northwest defense that allows 13.4 points a game. He leads the

team in tackles with 54, including five sacks. ... Coventry is coming off a 56-0

loss to Manchester. The Comets have been outscored 184-0 in their four

losses. 

Who will win: Northwest 42-0

What to watch: Both the Blue Devils and Ravens will look to bounce back

after being on the wrong end of a rout in Week 5. … Tallmadge will need a

better game from QB Chase Waller. Waller threw for 195 yards and a TD in

Week 5 vs. Norton, but was picked off three times. … Running back Angelo

Gotto will also need a bounce back game after being held to 35 yards rushing.

… Brenden Conley was the bright spot for Talmadge vs. Norton, as he scored

the Blue Devils’ lone TD and grabbed an interception.



Who will win: Tallmadge 24-14

What to watch: The Linsly School is a familiar name for Mogadore football

fans — though it has been a while. The Cadets and Wildcats played every year

from 2015 through 2018. Mogadore won the first three before Linsly captured

their most recent meeting 35-14 in West Virginia. ... As part of their first win

of the season, 32-29 over St. Clairsville on Sept. 11, the Cadets showed a

willingness to go deep, including a beautiful ball down the left sideline from

Landon Cottrill to Chris Upton for a touchdown. ... It should be noted Linsly's

record is a tad misleading. Its two losses came against Division V Girard and

Division III Steubenville, which are a combined 9-1. The Cadets are also

coming off a bye week. ... Mogadore has won three straight since a Week 2

loss at Canton Central Catholic, starting with a big-time victory over longtime

Division VII contender Dalton. The Wildcats have been able to spread the ball

around, with six players reaching 100 rushing yards already, led by Kade

Thomas (47 carries, 266 yards, six TD), and Quarviyon Siggers-Greco (eight

catches, 78 yards), Collin Hendrickson (four catches, 172 yards) and Thomas

(14 catches, 235 yards) emerging as top options for quarterback Maddox

Smith (30-of-50 pasing, 511 yards, six TDs, zero interceptions).

Who will win: Mogadore 34-27

What to watch: Twinsburg is coming off its worst loss of the season, having

been run over by Aurora in Week 5. … Twinsburg fell to Aurora despite a

270-255 edge in total offense. Tigers QB Dyland Fantone threw for 197 yards

and TD, but was intercepted twice. … Twinsburg could not stop the Greenmen

on the ground, giving up 225 rushing yards. … Kenston has had an up-and-

down season in its debut in the Suburban League American Conference. The

Bombers lost 20-0 in Week 5 vs. Brecksville.

Who will win: Kenston 21-14



What to watch: STVM travels to Cleveland to meet Villa Angela-St. Joseph.

The Vikings beat the Irish in each of the past three seasons — 37-7 in 2025,

37-13 in 2024, 45-14 in 2023. … STVM lost 42-14 at home to Elyria Catholic.

… Damiere Avery, William Adamson and Dom Scott are three players to

watch for the Irish. Avery ran for 137 yards and a TD on 26 carries last week.

… TE-DE D'Angelo White, a University of Louisville recruit, is a player to

watch for VASJ.

Who will win: VASJ 35-14

What to watch: This game features two teams attempting to turn things

around. … Cuyahoga Falls will look to just get back on the field after dealing

with cases of hand, foot and mouth disease that forced the Black Tigers to

forfeit their Week 5 game against Field. … The Black Tigers are looking for

their first Metro Athletic Conference win and lost 51-7 to Cloverleaf in Week 4.

… Springfield is looking for any kind of turnaround. The Spartans lost 64-0 to

Cloverleaf in Week 5.

Who will win: Cuyahoga Falls 28-7

What to watch: McKinley is rolling right now, having beaten its first two

Federal League opponents, GlenOak and Perry, by a combined score of 80-14.

QB Braylon Crook has as many touchdown passes as incompletions the last

two games, during which he is 24-for-27 passing for 521 yards, three TDs and

no picks. RB Kyelin West has scored eight TDs and averaged 9.3 yards a carry

in that span. "We have a challenge ahead of us, that's for sure," Green coach

Mark Geis said. ... McKinley, the four-time defending Federal League

champion, has won eight consecutive league games. It is 23-3 in league play

since the start of the 2022 season. ... Green had its three-game winning streak



snapped last week in a 16-10 home loss to Jackson. LB Luke Schaal had 10

tackles and a fumble recovery for Green. ... McKinley beat Perry 32-0 last

week for its second shutout of the season. ... McKinley has three pick sixes this

season. One of them was from DE Amare Mitchell (6-2, 225), a Ball State

commit, who also has six tackles for loss and two sacks. ... Green counters

with a spread offense that will go five-wide at times, which McKinley does not

see much of. First-year starter Chase Herbert plays a lot like the quarterback

he replaced, the graduated Tyson Hunka. The slippery Herbert has thrown for

a league-best 1,000 yards and eight touchdowns, with his first interception

not coming until his 99th attempt of the season, which happened to be a

desperation chuck into the end zone on the final play of last week's 16-10 loss

to Jackson. McKinley coach Renzy Parnell is highly complimentary of Geis

and the offense he runs. "He seems to always have these athletic

quarterbacks," Parnell said. "The dude was gone from last year, and I look up

and they have another one. He always has these guys that run around and

make plays. That system that he runs is tough to defend." ... Green WRs Aiden

Rice and Reed Liberatore have combined for 35 receptions for 633 yards and

six TDs. Kam Worner is Green's top running back and one of its top defenders

at linebacker. The relentless Schaal is Green's leading tackler by far with 54

this season. CB Jayden Hall has two picks. ... McKinley is 11-0 all-time against

Green, 10-0 since Green joined the Federal League. 

Who will win: McKinley 27-10

What to watch: These two defensive-minded, run-first Region 7 teams meet

for the first time since 2023. ... Lake jumped on GlenOak early last week and

rolled to a 37-7 win. Senior Ty DeGeorge ran for 102 yards and three

touchdowns as the Blue Streaks registered a season high in points. Junior

Lachlan Baker had a school-record 98-yard touchdown run that came one

play after a Lake goal line stand. Sophomore LB Riley Lovell had a team-high

11 tackles and an interception he returned 25 yards for a score. "I think we



played our best overall game," Lake coach Dan DeGeorge said. "It wasn't

perfect, but it was good." ... Louisville led 14-0 in the first quarter last week at

Hoover but only could muster a couple of safeties from there in a 27-18 loss.

Lucas Neff ran for 126 yards and a touchdown on 26 carries as the Leopards

ran for 197 yards as a team. Ryan Rush caught a 40-yard TD pass from Cody

Zahler. ... The independent Leopards are in a stretch of four Federal League

opponents in five games. Louisville has lost 21 of its last 22 games against the

Fed. ... Lake's Ty DeGeorge has scored 10 touchdowns this season, nine of

them rushing, and has gained 682 yards from scrimmage. Senior LB Shannon

Billiter has a team-high 40 tackles, and junior DE Simon Humphrey leads

Lake with six TFLs. Senior CB Mitch Wise has three of the Blue Streaks' seven

interceptions. ... Lake has won four straight vs. Louisville and leads the all-

time series 12-4.

Who will win: Lake 26-13

What to watch: Buchtel looks to regroup after losing 34-0 last week at home

to Youngstown Cardinal Mooney. The loss followed two exciting wins at home

for the Griffins, who defeated Mentor Lake Catholic 14-13 and Cleveland

Heights Lutheran East 8-7. … Buchtel players to watch include Arthur

Thomas, TaVione Iverson, Samir Brown, Ernest Pitts, Braylon Solomon,

Raseam Weems and King Arthur Love. … North will attempt to bounce back

from a 49-0 loss to Mogadore last week. The Vikings feature DJ Taylor,

Jeffrey Williams, Jeremiah Fort, Jakar Solomon, Shamar Randle, Monty Potts

and Breion Hargrove.

Who will win: Buchtel 49-7



What to watch: East is the reigning Akron City Series champion and enters

Week 6 after a 21-20 win over University School in Hunting Valley last week.

… Coach Marques Hayes' Dragons trailed the Preppers 20-13 in the fourth

quarter. Elijah Grice returned a kickoff 60 yards, Marcus Council Jr. recorded

a 25-yard TD run and Naseer Williams-Clay dove into the end zone for a two-

point conversion with around seven minutes to go to give East a 1-point lead.

… Grice caught two TD passes from Williams-Clay on strikes of 85 yards and

13 yards. Williams-Clay finished 14-of-22 passing for 205 yards, and had six

carries for 52 yards against US. Grice totaled four catches for 118 yards, and

Council contributed seven carries for 71 yards and a TD and recorded an

interception. … Christopher Russell Jr., Lawrence Cherry Jr. and Jontaveon

Powell are three other players to watch for East. Russell had seven tackles,

Cherry added six tackles and Powell had three tackles and two sacks versus

US. … Garfield is seeking its first win and is coming off a 41-6 loss to Padua in

Parma last week. Darius Sales accounted for the Golden Rams points against

the Bruins with a rushing TD.

Who will win: East 35-14
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