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A home
thriller

Sokolowski’s five TDs
give Bees first victory

John Urchek
The Gazette

MEDINA — Medina’s Cooper
Sokolowski turned out the lights on
the Stow foothall team Friday night.

Sokolowski completed his do-it-all
night when he scored a 2-yard, walk-
off touchdown in overtime during
a 46-40 Suburban League National
Conference victory.

T'hewinwas the first of the season for
the Bees (1-3, 1-0), as well as their first
as a member of the SI. National. Mean-
while, Stow’s SL National losing streak
stretched to eight, dating to a45-28 win
over Twinsburg on Oct. 25, 2024.

“I'm feeling great,” Sokolowski said.
“We never gave up.
We kept fighting It'sa
great feeling.

“We were 0-3 going
into this, so we knew
we needed a win. First
conference game, sowe
really needed this one,
and that's what we did.”

Moments hefore
Sokolowski’s touch-
down, one of the light
stanchions in Kenneth
Dukes Stadium went
out by the Bees' stu-
dent section. The ref-
erees convened shorty
before determining
the game could con
tinue because play was
happening near the opposite end zone.

Sokolowski did everything but con-
trol the lights, as the wide receiver
caught cight passes for 137 vards, ran
nine times for 53 yards and scored
five touchdowns. He even attempted
a halfback pass in overtime that
bounced off two defenders before
falling harmlessly to the turf.

Sokolowski also filled in for Korde
Carey (hip) at linebacker and made
the defensive play of the game when
he stuffed Stow quarterback Gideon
Larlham on fourth-and-goal from the
1-yard line for a 2-yard loss.

Sokolowski’s play helped Medina
overcome two interceptions, a safety,
three botched snaps on extra point
attempts and the defense surrender-
ing a 40-30 lcad in the fourth quarter.

“Cooper's a dog” linebacker Evan
Colon said. “I'll be shocked if that guy
doesn't go D-I. That guy is one of the
hearts and souls of this team. He’s
been with he program since he was
a little kid — like a lot of us have —
and for him to have a night like this is
great for the team.”

Sokolowski

Burch

See BEES, C2
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Highland's Lukas Grillis celebrates a sack of Nordenia's Steven Fakult.

National pastime

Chad Grant

The Gazette
GRANGER TWP. — Highland got
its first taste of Suburban League
National Conference football Friday.
The first half was steak and lob
ster, while the second was leftovers
from the sketchy restaurant with all

of the health code violations.

Torunately, the aftertaste from the

Hornets send big statement
by holding on against Knights

delicious first half was enough o carry
the Homets toa 23-21 win over Nordonia

Highland (3-1, 1-0) imposed its will
on the Knights (3-1,0-1) right out of the
gate and looked poised to nan Nordo-
nia off North Gateway Tire Field.

Big interceptions by Evan Foust
and Jake Weber set the defensive
tone, and touchdown tosses from
Colton Wadle (7-for-14, 149 yards;
11 carries, 9 )'.'mh) to Foust (20
vards) and Weber (28) gave the Hor-

NICK CAMMETT / GAZETTE

nets a 14-0 lead just seven seconds
into the second quarter.

“Our defense just has to make
stops and be the most physical team
on the field,” Foust said. “I think we
live by that. The momentum we
came out with in the first half, and
shutting them down was huge for us
in the second half”

See HORNETS, C2
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From C1

Colon was everywhere for
a defensive unit that stepped
up when needed despite the
game being a shootout.

Along with Colon and
Sokolowski, Medina got
drive-ending plays from
Jamari Powell and Max Hil-
vert despite Stow running
back/linebacker Israel Pur-
kiss (27 carries, 173 yards; 4
catches, 67 yards) being all
over the field. Purkiss caught
a 14-yard screen early in the
fourth quarter to cut the
Bees' lead to 40-37.

Sokolowski's first touch-
down came on a l-yard toss
to the right. The game then
was tied at 14 alter quar-
terback Kaden Patrick hit
Noah Brown for a two-point
conversion in the second
quarter.

The Bees went into half-
time down 16- 14 after Patrick
fell on a bad snap in the end
zone for a safety with 1:52
remaining.

After halftime, the Patrick-
to-Sokolowski connection
was undeniable. Sokolowski
had six catches for 132 yards
and three touchdowns in the
third quarter, as his first two
catches went for touchdowns
to give Medina a 26-16 lead.

“Coach (Larry) Laird had a
great game plan in the locker
room,” Patrick said. “We exe-
cuted on it, did great. Our
receivers and linemen played
outstanding in the second
half"

Patrick went 19-for-33 for
245 yards and four touch-
downs while running 12
times for 49 yards, the Bees'
first score and two intercep-
tions. The first interception
was fumbled by Michael
Emmons, but Laurence Ste-
venson picked it up and cov-
ered the final 5 yards to put
Stow back ahead 30-26.

Patrick bounced back and
hit Sokolowski and Bishop
Burch (5 catches, 69 yards)
for scores to take the 40-30
lead.

Behind Larlham {17-for-29,
171 yards, TD), Stow com-
pleted its comeback to force
overtime when Ronan de St
Aubin hit a 27-yard field goal
with 2:56 left in regulation.
Contact John Urchek
at jurchak@maaina-gazette.com.

Highland’s Evan Foust runs with the ball.

HORNETS

From C1

The duo contributed on both sides
of the ball, with Foust amassing 103
yards from scrimmage on 15 touches
and Weber hauling in a pair of passes
for 76 yards.

TI'he Highland offense was rolling
with 130 yards and eight first downs
on just 18 plays while building the
two-touchdown lead. The Knights had
just 37 yards, two first downs and zero
completions on eight plays.

The Hornets continued to move the
ball well but bogged down the closer
they got to the end zone, leading to a
trifecta of long field goals from Jonah
Kowza. The senior had boots of 42,41
and 3 yards to go with six touchbacks.

Foust and Weber's interceptions led
to Kowza ficld goals.

“You look at the score, and it was
just a two-point game,” Weber said
“Every turnover matters, and it sets
your offense up in good field position,
especially at the end of the first half
when there isn't much time and we
can score and get the field goal. Points
are points, and that is really valuable
against a good team like Nordonia.”

Despite the sudden struggles of the
offense, Highland led 23-0 at the break
and pitched a shutout against a Nor-
donia team that entered averaging
45.3 points.
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The Hornets rolled up 233 yards
offense while limiting the high-pow-
ered Knights to just 56. Steven Fakult
had 18 yards passing and a pair of runs
for 5 yards in the first half.

“He's a really good plaver,” Weber
said. “All week we were harping on it
and we needed to get him. First half,
we did a really good job. In the second
half; he's a good plaver so he is going
to make plays.”

Nordonia started to seize momen-
tum on its first drive of the second
half with a 15-play, 53-yard drive that
ultimately ended in no points when
Fakult (18-for-30, 273 yards, 3 TDs, 2
INTSs; 14 carries, 29 vards) threw long
to Toledo recruit Karsen Fisher in the
back of the end zone.

Highland's Lukas Grillis had the sec-
ond of his three sacks during the drive,
while Isaac Demming had another.

N H
Firnt cownn " AL
Rsshing 0111 A5
Rushing ymeage ar a0
Paarg 182c
Pasrg yonds n
Tomwl cllene 60324
Purting .
Penidtion
Fumeies

20
RUSHING: Nordonk — C.J. Mayes S49 Faht
14-28. Drayden Myers 2-17, Cavis -6, Drock Darveil
0€, Karsen Fisher 0.5, Shawn Ziokarich 3.2, Team
143 Hghiand — Foul 1380, Antharyy DuPomos
12 40, Colton Wireton 9.2, Wads 11.9, Team 1.44)
: Nardorin — Fabult 18-30-27392. Hghiwnd

~ Wadu 7-14-149.0.
RECEVING: Nordova — D 3-130, Kamirwel
l‘i.': B.I’-td X, Fisher 1-9, Jamison Bericc 1-3,
1-3. Higrisnd — Weosr 2-70, Foust 2-34,
\Mnm 1:23. Ben Radigan 1-10, DePompe: 1.6,

“(Nordonia) had all this heat com-
ing in thinking they were going to beat
us up,” Grillis said. "(Being physical)
was our plan coming into the game.
All drive, torture chamber the whole
time.”

Demming’s sack set up a fourth-
and-7 that Fakult converted with an
8-yard scramble, while Grillis’ set up a
fourth-and-18 attempt that preceded
the Fakult-to-Fisher incompletion.

Hampered by a costly holding pen-
alty, Highland went three-and-out on
the following possession.

Fakult then got hot with a perfect
4-for-4 passing drive, totaling 70 yards
and culminating with a 51 -vard catch-
and-run touchdown to Jamiere Davis
(3 cathces, 130 yards, 2 TDs).

The snap on the extra point was
bobbled, leading to an incomplete
pass (o leave the score 23-6 Highland.
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Nordonia forced another punt, and
Fakult responded immediately with
another big play, this time a 79-vard
score to Davis on the first play of the
fourth quarter. The two-point conver-
sion pass was good, but Highland still
had a two-possession lead at 23-14.

Ihe Hornets defense did not break
after another punt, stopping Fakult on
a fourth-and-2 scramble with 5:10 to
play.

Highland appeared to have the
dagger when Wadle sprinted down the
left sideline for a 23-yard touchdown
on a fantastic third-and-13 run, but a
holding penalty pushed the ball back
to the 30.

The Hornets turned over the ball
on downs with 1:35 on the clock after
forcing Nordonia to use critical time-
outs.

The Knights capped the scoring
with just one second left on a Fakult-
to-Kaminski 18-yard ouchdown.

“That was huge for the defense
to leave that little amount of clock,”
Foust said of the Hornets' final drive.
“They scored with just one second
left on the clock. If we wouldnt have
had a drive like that, they would have
had more time. That was huge for the
offense and the defense.”

The onside kick attempt was recov-
ered by Anthony DePompei.

Contact Chao Grent
at spots@madina-gazetie com.



