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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

The Gazette

Defense sets tone as Hornets move to 5-0

John Urchek
The Gazette

COPLEY TWP. —The Highland foot-
ball team’s defense made a very clear
statement and running back Casey
Myser joined an dite cdub Friday night.

The combination led to a dominant
first half and a 42-9 Suburhan Ieague
American Conference victory over
neighboring rival Copley in a game
that never felt as close as the final
score.

Highland (5-0, 2-0) held its fifth
straight opponent to 10 points or
fewer despite the Indians (3-2, 1-1)
entering play averaging 39.8 points.
With the starting defense playing only
the first half before starting to give
way to the backups, the numbers were
even more impressive. Copley did not
score in the first half and only had 31
of its 105 rushing vards and 41 of its 84
passing yards before halftime.

“We came in here knowing they
had a solid offense,” lincbacker Kallen
Whitling said. “We game-planned all
wecek for them. They threw some crazy
stuff at us, but we came out, exccuted
and put themin the dirt.”

Whitling intercepted Indians quar-

Whitling

Myser

terback Dane Wininger on third down
on the second drive for the defense.

“We've seen that play hundreds of
times on film this week" he said. “We
knew it was coming, were in the right
coverage and the quarterback didn't
make a great throw. He threw it right
tome.”

That stop set up the first of three
touchdowns by Myser, a 6-yard score
that made him the fifth player in
Medina County history to reach 4,000
yards and the first Homet,

“Honestly, I didnt know [ was that
close, but that's really awesome,” he
said of the mark. "All this hard work I've
been doing is really paying oft”

Muyser finished with 117 vards on
just cight carrics, all in the first half.

Despite the lopsided nature of the
win, Myser kept the victory in perspec-
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tive with Highland having bigger goals
in mind this scason.

“Alot of our stuffis just working right
now, but the thing is we've got to con-
tinue to get better every single week,”
he said. “We can't get too high on our-
selves”

Highland's defense held star receiver
Andrew McKnight, who entered
the game with 484 vards and eight
touchdowns, to just 44 yards on three
catches. His last catch went for 24
yards and was against the reserves. The
Horrets also held running back Bryce
Martin to 27 yards on 15 carries.

Wininger, the 0 of former High-
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land basketball great Rob Wininger,
was the Indians’ leading rusher with
42 vards on ninc carries. He also com-
pleted 7-of-17 passes for 80 vards.

“We practiced alot for their offense,”
linchacker Evan Foust said. “They have
a really good offense, probably one of
the bestwe've played all year. We came
in really confident that we were going
o do a good job against them and we
did.”

Foust made a hig tackle to stop
Wininger on a run attempt on fourth-
and-9 in the first quarter. On the very
next play, Myser gave Highland a 21-0
lead with a 63-yard touchdown run.

Quarterback Grady Gibb turned in
another impressively efticient perfor-
mance, completing 13-of-16 passes
for 175 yards. He twice hooked up with
Jake Weber for touchdowns. The first
was a 39-vard strike on the first drive
and the last was a 13-yard score that
gave Highland a 42-0 halftime lead.
The Homets scored touchdowns on
their first six possessions.

“It was a great first half,” Gibb said.
“We made some mistakes, but I think
we had a pretty clean half overall. We
were just dicking on everything. Me
and the receivers are clicking and just
having a great connection.”

The Indians got on the scoreboard
on the first drive of the second hall
After forcing Highland to punt, the
stap went over Landon Kuzima’s head
and he kicked it out of the end zone for
a safety. Kuzma made two exua points,
while Jonah Kowza made four extra
points but missed a 35-vard field goal
at the end of the first half.

On Copley’s tirst offensive drive of
the second half, Wininger capped an
80-vard march with a I-yard run.
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