In thi n: Section

Comics & Puzzles
Pages B5-6
Basketball P 282 Saturday,
Complete high schcol 9 CIaSSIerd Deoerzber 13,
Pages B7-8

coverage is located in 2025
Section C of the E-Edition
at medina-gazette.com.

ALL-GAZETTE: I¢

1018 |

WWW.MEDINA-GAZETTE.COM

AARON JOSEFCZYK PHOTOS / TRISHA KRAKCYYSKI LLUSTRATION

Highland senior Casey Myser is the 2025 Gazette MVP for football.

Generational talent

Myser’s superstar reputation helped Highland’s offense excel
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MYSER

From B1

As a junior, Myser rushed for 2,130
yards and 39 touchdmwns while add-
ing 577 yards and seven TDs receiving.
As a senior, he had 1,268 yands and 24
‘TDs rushing and 194 yards and three
‘TDs receiving.

The difference is he touched the
ball 275 times nushing or receiving
in 2024 vs. 157 in 2025. His rushing
average actually increased from 8.4
as a junior to B.6 as a senjor, while his
average yards per touch dropped only
from 9.8t09.3.

“Tobviously had a great (junior)
year, but [ didn't want to letitget 1o
my head,” the unassuming Myser
said. “T knew I had to stay in the
weight mom because it wasn't just
going to happen again. I knew I had to
put inanother great season or people
were going to say | tock the offseason
off. I didn't want people to think that
was a one-year fluke.

“Ifeel like I'm a lot better than [ was
last year. Just looking at pictures and
film, [ ook a lot faster and stronger.
It's just that we were killing teams in
every aspect of the game and not just
grounding and pounding. Three-hun-
dred-yard games are fun, but it’s also
fun seeing all my friends succeed. Its
fun secing those dudes getting their
scores and their touchdowns.”

Over his four-year career — he
played mostly on special teams as a
freshman — Myser set county records
for points (552), total touchdowns (92)
and rushing TDs (80) while finishing
thind in rushing yards (4,847). He also
set county season records for points
(276), total TDs (46) and rushing TDs
(39). For good measure, he holds
school marks for rushing yardsina
game (320} and rushing yards in a sca-
son and career,

“His talent is phenomenal,” High-
land quarterback Grady Gibb said.
“What he’s able to do with the ball in

Casey Myser career statistics
RUSHING RECEIVING

YEAR ATT  YDS. TDS NO. YDS. TDs
2025 147 1,268 24 10 194 3
2024 254 2,130 39 21 558 7
2023 179 1,309 16 7 133 2
2022 17 140 1 0 0 0
TOTALS 507 4,847 80 38 885 12

Note: Myser also had 11 kickoff returns for 310 yards and one punt return
for minus-10, giving him 847 touches for 6,032 all-purpose yards.

his hands is amazing, but what's cool
is how he handled himself. He's nota
oocky player by any means, and that's
been awesome to see.”

Growing up

Myser was always one of the best
athletes in Highland's class of 2026,
butwhen he hit a growth spurt in fifth
and sixth grade, he went from an ani-
mal to a total beast.

“He just manhandled people,”
Homnets slot receiver Lucas Gerding
said. “He had long arms and you just
couldn't reach him. In sixth grade he
hurdled a kid in a tackling drill we
were doing, That was probably the
crazicst thing 1've ever scen”

Added Gibb: “T remember in youth
he hit this quarterback from Stow so
hard I never thought the kid would
getup.”

Myser, a defensive end at the time,
laughed when the latter play was
mentioned and recalled it as well
as any of the runs he made in high
school.

“He was rolling out and [ was run-
ning full speed behind him,” he said.
“For whatever reason, he just turned
around. To this day, that’s probably the
hardest ['ve ever hit someone.”

When hestarted plaving football as
akid, Myser was used mostly on the
offensive line or at tight end.

“T mainly just blocked,” he said.
“About fifth or sixth grade they moved
me to running back because [ hita
huge growth spurt. [ was ginormous

in sixth grade, probably 5-9 and about

(o pursue baseball in college, some
schools still have expressed interest in
having him play football.

Myser has football scholarship
offers from D-1 Mercyhurst and D-11
Ashland, while Ohio University has

— Albert Grindle

There were some hard hits over
the next three seasons, but none like
that one. Myser knows exactly who to
thank.

“Our line that (2024) year was just

ing dudes all over the place.” he

offered him preferred walk-on status.
A number of Fontball Championship
Suhdivision programs have contacted
him, but hes still leaning toward
basehall, where he bats and throws
left-handed.

In addition to talking to a number

150 or 160 pounds. of schools in the South and most
Myser also played baseball through-  Mid-American Conference programs
out his youth, and took up basketball ~ for baseball, Myser already hasa
and track and field in seventh grade.  scholarship offer from D-1 Oakland
On the hardwood, he was basicallya  (Mich.) University.
power forward who played defense, “I'm definitely keeping both options
grabbed rebounds and committed open, but I think baseball has a longer
alot of fouls because he wanted to future for me than football holds,” he
block every shot. In track, he was said. “It’s definitely hard w get a base-
the rare combination of a sprinter ball scholarship. You have to have the
and thrower and set a middle school ight coach see you on the right day”
record in the shot put. Should Myser decide to go the foot-
In cighth grade, he decided towres- bl route, Gibbons is of the opinion
tle and lost just four matches despite e’ a D-T player, despite the fact the

not really knowing what he was doing.

“Twrestied because my stepbroth-
ers (2025 graduate Brady Bendau and
dassmate Cody Bendau) wrestled,”
he said. “They were bigger, so they
taught me big-guy moves. | was just
double-legging or single-legging and
tossing people. [ wasn't trying to set
people up. Id just go out there and try
to tackle vou."

Myser can now bench press 315
pounds, deadlift 465 and squat 510,
but he also runs the 40-yard dash in
4.6 seconds, making him a rare blend
of power and speed.

“It’s amazing,” Gerding said. 1 hon-
estly think it’s generational.”
College decisions

Myser notonly has to decide on a
college, he has to decide what sport he
will play.

Though he made it fairly clear carly
in his junior year that he preferred

running back spent his summers
playing baseball rather than attending
college foothall camps.

“1 think he shoukl be (a D-I player}
on his talents alone,” Gibbons said.
“Hes a very special player.”

Making memories

Regardless of what sport he pursues
in college — or if he goes someplace
that will allow him to play both —
Myser has compiled a ton of memo-
ries at Highland as he prepares for his
final season of high school baseball.

“In eighth grade I was the biggest
and fastest dudeat all times,” he said.
“Then in ninth grade, playing a little
bit of varsity, | was getting tossed
around like a dummy. One time
against Toledo Central Catholic, [ went
back to catch a kickoff and I muffed it.
As soon as | picked it up, anarm went
straight into my Adam's apple. It hurt
50 bad I couldnt breathe.”

said. 1 didnt do it by myself. They
were moving people and our receivers
were blocking people.”

After graduating four offensive
linemen from a team that went 13-1
in 2024, the Hoenets had to rebuild up
front but didn't miss a beat. Myser will
he etemally grateful for the work that
gmup put in.

“Those hays took it personal,” he
said. “Spencer Marquis was skinny last
year, hut he did exactly what he had to
do to he our starting center. Hewas a
monster this vear. Every day at lunch
1'd go up to him and say, ‘Are you eat-
ing bro?' Hed have two lunches and a
protein shake. [was so proud of him."

I'he same is wue of guys like Josh
Messina, Highland's lone returning
starter up front, Wyatt Sitz, Cody
Bendau and Thomas Fearn.

“Tove all those dudes,”™ Myser said.
“Tdidn’t think I could build the same
relationships T had kst year, but that
wasnt true atall. | may have gotten
even doser to them. We grew so tight
this year”

The fact e had four seasons 1o
devedop thatbond with teammates is
what Myers will treasure and remem-
her the most.

“We may not always be the biggest
team or the fastest team or have the
most D-T (college) commits, but we
have the most heart,” he said. "t was
the best four vears of my life.

“Ihe friendships | made with every-
one, from freshman vear to senior
year, | still talk to the dudes 1was
friends with from every year. It’s such
a brotherhood, Highland football.
Evervone cares about everyone. Those
friendships will last a lifetime.”

Contact Rick Nokend at 230) 721-4046
or molnoimeding garette.com.



