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2024 ALL-LEAGUE TEAMS
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HISTORY LESSON

All-time record: 381-341-10.

Record vs. current county
teams: 73-80-5.

Record vs. all county teams:

79-80-5.

Coaches, records: Augie Rlios
(1952) 7-1. Tom Bangert (1953-54)
10-5-1, Jim Tyree (1855) 8-0, Wes
Crile {1956-1958) 4.20 2 B‘I Horn
(1959-60) 8-8, Dave
(1961-64) 13-22.3, Jm v-'oam
{1965) 0-0. Pl Hahn (1066-67)

6-2, Beb McFarland (1968-72),
:M-D-Z. Dave Ring (1973-77)
32-17-1, Dick Feicher (1978-
82) 22-27-1, Jos Paul (1983-85,
1992-94) 13-47, Daws Postter
(1986-91) 20-40, John Hopkins
(1995-01) 30-44, Tim Sncck
(2002-06) 19-31, Tom Lombardo
(2007-14) 61-29, Mike Gibbons
(2015-present) 84-30.

Best season: 2013 — 13-1 [D-1l

yoar period:

Biggest margin
72-6 vs. Crrvilie, 1964,
Most common opponent:
Revere (70 games, 34 wins, 1 tie}
Who they own: 12-1 v, Colimbe.
Who owns them:
2 vs. Black River
Conferences: Suburban League
Amercan Conference 1956-57,
1976 presant championships —
2024, 2022, 1
1979}, Inland l(‘mﬂnmﬂcn 1966-

75 (champlonships — 1975,
1974, 1969, 1968, 1961 lmx
Chippewa Confarence 1963

(championships — 1355, 1952).
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4
Consocutive seasons allowing
fewer than 200 yards per game.
6
Turnovers committod in 2024, a
county low by a wide margin.
390

Carser points for Casoy Myser,
rarking fourth in Medina Gounty
history.

Leadership role

Gordon seeking to be go-to guy on defense

Rick Noland
The Gazette
ighland linebacker Jameson
Gordon laved playing hehind
All-Ohio linemen Carson
Noonan and Ryan Zywiec last season,
but there was one negative: They were
s0 good they took away a bunch of his
tackles.

Despite the fact the first-team
defense wasn't on the field alot
because it gota ton of three-and-outs
and often sat in the second half of
Suburban League American Confer-
ence blowouts, Noonan, a two-time
first-team Division Il All-Ohio pick and
2024 Gazette co-MVP with Highland
running back Casey Myser, led Medina
County with 10% sacks and was sec
ond with 20 tackles for loss. Zywiec,
an All-Gazette pick and second-team
All-Ohio choice, led the arca with
21% TFLs and was sccond with 9%

s

Both graduated, so now it’s time for
the 6-foot-3, 225-pound Gordon to
shine as a senior.

“It’s going to be different, for sure,
the long but strong 17-year-old said.

“A bunch of times [ast year, especially
with Ryan Zywiec, [ would be right
there ready to make a tackle and
he was so quick he would get there
before me. I'm excited this year to get
all the tackles he stole from me.

“With Carson, the biggest thing |
noticed from him is the amount of
times he was double-teamed and
nobody would block me. We've got
some guys this year who aren't as big,
but they're super quick. 1 think we'll
be pretty well off."

()ncr again playing next to
All-Gazette linebacker Evan Foust,
who led Highland with 88 tackles a
year ago, Gordon is out to improve
on an honorable mention All-Ga-

“What I like about
being in the middle of
the defense is I get a
chance to make a play
on every single play.
I'm also one of the best
communicators on
the team, so I can get
everyone together and
make sure everyone is in
the right spot.”

Jameson Gordon

zette season that saw him record 73
tackles, 7% tackles for loss and one
sack. He also forced two fumbles and
had six pass breakups as the Hornets
went 13-1 overall and 7-0in the SL
American.

“He's a longer kid, but he's got a
good frame,” Homets coach Mike
Gibbons said, "He's very athletic and
he's got very good instincts. He likes

act, which you want. There's a lot
1o like about him.

“(Noonan and Zywiec) made so
t year that
people didn't get o level two, so he's
going to have to step up and mak
alot of plays this year. He's donc a
phenomenal job this offscason. He's
gone at it seven days a week and put
himself in good position to lead the
team.”

Laid back off the field but loud and
boisterous on it, Gordon, who has
scholarship offers from Walsh Uni-
versity and several other D-II colleges
and has heard from a number of
Mid-American Con| [crcncu schools, is
cager to meet the cha

middle of the defense is T get a
chance to make a play on every single
play,” he said. “I'm also one of the
best communicators on the team, so
I can get everyone together and make
sure everyone is in the right spot. |
ry to be as downhill and fast as pos-
sible so 1 can make plays behind the
line of scrimmage. 1 try my hest not
to take any false steps and go right to
the hall.”

Gordon, who can bench press 315
pounds, squat 515 and deadlift 470,
also watches a lot of film and uses the
brain that has helped him compile a
4.2 grade-point average.

“I'm constantly watching film, so
I have a jump on what the play is
before it even starts,” he said. “I'm
definitely not afraid to come down
and hit somebody. I'm bigger than
most people, which helps me with
driving through the ball carrier. I'm
just very physical

In his third year on the varsity,
Gordon wasa part of Highland teams
that lost to Avon, which won the D-1T
state title in 2024, in the regional
finals the last two years.

“Our coaches are constantly on us
and we all know we haven't camed
hing yet,” he said. “It's going to
be different this vear, but we still
mean business and we're still one of
the best teams in Ohio.

“Wed love to get past Avon. We've
got to keep taking those steps up and
keep working at it. We actively put in
defenses thinking of Avon in the pre-
season. We're taking it one game al
time, but Avon is always in the back of
our minds.”

"anlad Ak Nolend st {330) 721-4646
com

¥ What 1 like about being in the
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COACH: Mike Gibbons.
Age: 42. College: Mount Union
(06), Overall record: 95-41 {13th
season). Record at Highland: 84-30

T! s
(defensive coordinator), Jordan
Gribble (wide receivers), Mike
Netting [safeties/specal teams),
Kenny Fritz (lines), Nate Bracey
{running backs), Tristan Endo
(defensive line), Dominic Lombardi
(comerbacks).

DIVISION: II, Ragion &
(enroliment: 432 boys).

LEAGUE: Suburban American
Conference Amedcan Conference
(since 1976; ties in ‘79, ‘01, '08,

13, 22, 24).

PLAYOFF APPEARANCES:
2000 {D-lll regional semifinals),
2001 (D-lll regional semifinals),
2008 (-1l rogional runner-up),
2009 (-1l first round); 2011
(D-Il first round), 2013 (D-ll state
somffinals), 2014 (D-I first mund)
2015 (D-1l first round), 20
(0-1l regional semifinals), ?oau(u I
second round), 2021 (D-Il regional
semffinals), 2022 (D-Il ragional
semiinals), 2023 (D-Il regional
finals), 2024 (D-1l rogional finals).

LAST SEASON: 13-1, 7-0 (18t in
SL American).

BEST OF THE BEST: Relgning
Gazette co-MVP Casey Myser
needs no introduction after
racking up school records for
rushing yards {2,130), yards from
scrimmage (2,688), rushing TDs
39) and total TDs (46) last scason.
The senior needs 141 points and
m m:amnwn to break the area

et by Medna Onuuy
Spans Hall of Famer Andrew
Vaughn {530, 82) of Black Rﬁw

@ Evan Foust was the county’s
mast productive sophomore in
2024, embracing the mave from
running back
to H-back and
posting 28
catches, 577
yards and five
TDs to go vith a
team-leading 88
tackles. Gibbons
has come up
with new wrinkles
to get him
more involved
offensively, 50
expect those
numbers to rise.

@ Jameson
Gordon looks like
alean tight end

similar to 2019
Wéadsworth grad
and Mount Union
Al-Amercan
Mason McMilen
alows him to cover

The offense has all
the skill positon

Kowza

10 remain cite. Ncw quarterack
Grady Gibb is extremey similar to

recesver Li
Gording and Foust will rave planty of
opporturities to make big phays vith

and Foust and monster back Kallen
Vihitling (59 tackles) return. Those
three combined for 220 tackles and
are equally stout aganst the run
and pass.

@ Jonah Kowza i rapidly
becoming ore of the top class
of 2027 Kicking prospects in the
country. The All-Gazette pick can
split the uprights on kickoffs and
has a field goal rarge pushing 55
yards. Landon Kuzma also has
agigantc leg with 50-yard field
goal range and the ability to boom
$6-yard punts.

QUESTION MARKS: Replacing
four starters from one of the best
county offensive Ines in rocent
memory won't be easy. Left tackle
Josh Messina Is the lone retumee
and Cody Bendau stood out at
right guard during the preseason,
mn plm'y of work still must be

o I applies
to.a D-line that brings back only
Bendau at tackle. Graduated
Carson Noonan and Ryan Zywiec
wrecked games by themseives last
fall — they had 41% of the Horets'
87 tackles for loss — while this
season’s group will be more
focused on playing fundamentally
sound to keep attacking lanes
copen for the linebackers.

'® Afascinating opening four
games against McDowell 191]
Hudson, Avon Lake and Aurora
will reveal a lot about where the
Hornets are in their development,
bocause the final six games of
the regular season could be won
via running clock. The matchup
with the Explorers is especaly
intriguing since this is considered
0 be Hudson's best teamina.

docade.

THE SKINNY: Tremendous
all-around depth at the skil
positions keeps Highland the SL
American favorite. While asking the
Harnets o go undefeated again
In the regular season Is difficul
considering the bee‘ed-up

n-league schedule, they are
cloarly in the second tier of Region
6 behind heavy favorite Avon,
PREDICTION: 9-1.

— Albert Grindle
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PLAYOFF HISTOR Y

Black Rivor (11-16)
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Med na (13-9)
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October 3 7:00pm Barberton

August22  7:00pm at Eire McDowell 2 o 2 5 Sche dule

August 29 7:00pm Hudson October 10 7:00pm at Kent Roosevelt
September 5 7:00pm Avon Lake September 19 7:00pm at Copley October 17  7:00pm at Revere

September 26 7:00pm Tallmadge October 24 7:00pm Cuyahoga Falls

September 12 7:00pm Aurora
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NON
Hoty Name & Nommardy
Urdsunidy Schod 4 B‘MM‘

Thaue
Hixcde ot 3ACKRYER
Barma-dipark st BLISHICK
BUCKEY= ot COVEFLEN
llfﬁlAM’)er’h-‘lrh\
MEDINA ot &
Barbertor o Mca\aam

Norts Obratnd at Noeth Ridgeile
Frestons &t Rocky [eer

Nort Rapsbion a Wiy Forge
Mdviow & Westiane

Chmmbyd Hingyrte ot Trtwoor-dadeon
By & Sudw

Mapie Heights ¢ Loan

Manibr o Oratud “uls

Faresvie Fversice of Sraker Hogrs
Sepon L wt Sarorgamidn

Vénrierr Prymers 31 Wedigton
Covmtry Mvr

Fabd it Can

Noo .uu.-nn\,l Lan.u.é

havs e at
oo Ful s s e by Saah
aEket

Aupetrteven 1 Haden
ELVircent 3. Nary o Nordone
Solor o Kaekor

Toaraorg &t Boardnan

Week 2
"ok teRave

Nortwetien 3t BLACK RAVER
BRUNSY/ICK w Olnsted Faks
ﬁmw at SUCKEYE
CLO‘II‘(.[N

\‘f')NA ar -—wn

Now Acany o \Y-‘O‘\\WM

Fary w1 Unsannty

Fhodee. x| murrﬂ

Faveraat Nomar

Mdviow & Noth Dmalu..

John Marstol o Pecky Avee

Val oy me al Noeh i»—‘.s\ik

Vitahe & Chanw

Cromon 2 Clee anc Haigrts

Euchd at Burea \NSdourk

Eyrad Loy

Mentor of McDowal (Pa)

Bousr o Sraxe” Helghts

Sobn al Sroogaiie

Vécodidge at Bcoksde

Fairvow & Counbia

Ve lan vt P

Qomein » AN

Mepicton & Welngion

Fittman at Covantry

Clet 3t Nl

Lutheran Sag @i N

Footstown st Sprngheld
Strestune mxn

Xy
Auvxa .ml-u Wit
Stow o
Frostone af Co:ﬂ
Adror Noatk st Cay -nm-Fn‘h
Abror Csafisid at
Beeoaniie &t \:Inucpv
Abror Faxt st Nordea s
Noth Rogdcn &t Wooaie
Ladiced ¥ “wnebug

Fuvwre a Vidhy Fu’p.
John F. Kernecy at Stow

W¥Buckeye's
Turner Dolata, left,
and Brayden Bonnett

~ -l}"r' j?

SO ON T I - S .

BLACK ANER erattes I
BAUNSWICL ot u,m
Ti¥in Coumease o ALCKEYE
Carraikon ot CLOVERLEAF
HIGE AND of Avon  sem
WASEWCH™H &t MEDINA
Firatande ot Dy
Parcaik Hawy & Labeacod
[ .4 Nor rwnsy

jort Oimeted
Pecky HW ¥ Uniortown Lake
Wisthakm @t Warnimant be Hent s

Frockacn st Mawgawats
Youngatovwn Exst & Chavew
Nortsiom a2 Clumtia
Kayeroon st Avkland Crastviae;
Tek oo Wooovww s & Coardn
Wdhgon at Frpmoth
Chippava ot Cosentry
lwo at Don'\i Sevihwy
Nortor ut Tuscr wones Yalbey
Ravenna at Nies Mo<inisy
Soanghield at Mnerva
Abnce o Srestabaro
Wooordp: &t DJCA
Tednaourg o Aurc

Noen Lims Sath lmr,q-rﬂm

{‘rmn, At Aeron Garde
\.kd.:‘db al ic»;ﬂ @ Swtheast

lﬂn‘ o 'al-«rio-

Burca \hlau-\ d Brocum

Hudson ¢ 5 '/l'f@“- St ‘l,vs
Nordarss i Mgy

North Risgevie af N?‘.ﬁ Rogabion

Chmand Heeghis o Corton Meilnm

L evvod
Valiey Foege o ncc\) Rner

League predictions

CLEVELAND
WEST CONFERENCE
1. Buckeye
2. Rocky River
3. Bay
4. North Olmsted
5. Valey Forge
6. Westiake
7. Lakewccd
8. Normandcly

GREATER CLEVELAND
CONFERENCE
1. Mantor
2. Cleveland Heights
3. Strongsvile
4. Brunswick
5. Medina
6. Lorain
7. Shaker Heights
8, Euclid

LORAIN COUNTY LEAGUE
1. Columbia

5 Cloamov/

QREATER CLEVELAND

turocr w BRUNEWICK
Stunkar Hetot bt AFTINA
Strongew e ot Caeslard Haches
Loran a* Codd

LORAIN COUNTY LEAGUE
BLACK FIVER it Cuanview
Broocide & Firelands
Welngion & Columtia
Coerin ot Kepstone

METRO ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
Sprrgte ot CLOVERLEAS
Stretbaro at Coven by
Weodridge ul Fud
Rsssnnn w Koo

Taimadge at Copey
Ruwovn xt Rocosnw

Natanal Confamnce
WADGNORTH at Noth Royalcn
Nerconia o Brochan

Soon at =

Tow rabrrg wt Siow

Week 5

Fricky, September 19
CLEVELAND WEST CONFERENCE
AUCKEYE » Ry
RAocky Frone at Lakavoon
Nemardy @ Nodr Omelsd
Westishe at Wiy Foge
GREATER CI.EVMD CWFERW
BRMEWICK ot Stake Heights
TAEDINA &t Menice
Ewhd ot Strongurie
Clovshand Heglhes at Loain
LORAIN COUNTY LEAGUE
Columbe st B ACK RWFR
Kavgrtoon 3 Orockeicn
Clearvaw ot Aol ngtor
Firdands at Coerin
METRO ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
CLOVEREA® & Covertry
Fiedd at Noco
Weodridge ot Fuseva
Sprrghe o »t Sreetboro

7 Brookside
8. Cberin

SUBURDAN LEAGUE
Amencan Conrferince

HGHLAND ¢ Copley

Ravem at furces

Takraecdow at Barberion

Cuypahoda Fals & Rocoswet:
Natona!

Twiraourg at WADEWORTH
Neren Perpabian o Rmchss ln

Week 6

L September 26
CLEVELAND WEST CONFERENCE
BUCKEYE al Wby Foge
Qay  Westhyhe
North Cloreced it Libwvivod
Noemandy 3t Acosy Rver
MH{ER LAND CONF ERENCE
Loeain ot SRUNSNNCL
MFTANA o Seangeniba
Shaker Hes a Eu.ld

Maerior -' E

RAN Wu‘ LEAGUE
DACK I! VA o Keystone
Counte « Brodasle
Frea~cs at Ceantew
Wed ngton wt Ctmrln

IETRO ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

G CAF AU FAF w0 Rremonn
Covertry ot Voodicge
Feld & Scengfidd
Norion o Semeteboro

SUBURBAN LEAGUE

American
Tubradye at HIZLAND

Copahope Rls & Rc-m
Natonn!
Brackwvlie 0l WALSY/ORTH
" o Twiveborg
o Noeh Ropaion
Soloe

METRO ATHLETIC
CONFERENCE
1. Strestsboro
2. Nerten
3. Cloverieaf
4. Field
5. Raverna
6. Woodridge
7. Coventry
8. Springfield

SUBURBAN LEAGUE

National Conference
1. Wadsworth
2. Hugson
3. Nerdenia
4. Solon
5. Nerth Royakon
6. Twinsburg
7. Brecksvile
8. Stows

American Conference
1. Highland
2. Aurcra
3. Tallmadge
4.Copley
5. Revere
6. Barberton
7. Roosavelt
8. Cuyshoga Falls

- Albert Grindle

Week 7
Fricay, October 3
CLEVELAND WEST CONFERENCE

Partovem al FLCKEYF
-h cv Fa;c : Bb
ao.lv “lnl u| \‘Jl On uled

GREATER CL MWD CONFERENCE
Sudil w BR,
Cleveland m-ru o \«LD!NA
Loran at Shaker Heigrts
Frargenike ut Vurdce

LORAN COUNTY LEAGUE

SLACK RIVER & Firdlands
Arnckoaicm &t Cawrown
Querin at Co.moks

Loty ALl
- H“ A";aﬂcm"m

Norton & CLOVERLEA

Carewrtry at [ wic

Runvrra o Spningiadd

Frewtsbon a Wodiige
SUBURDAN LEAGUE

Amver cun
Autwrtcn o HOHLAND
Aurcra of Cuyahoga “als
Aocawmwl wt Cophy

Sbongaviic at Lorsin
Shakar Hawhtx al Mareer

L COUNTY VE
Pecobman xt U APA R
y
VAlogion u Frdands
METRO ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
F ©Jd o CLOVERLEAF
4 ¢ Covwtry

Vhod
hage af Norcn
"huorrm o Fowwrra

SUBURBAN LEAGUE
ntermnce

HOHAND &t Rosasast
Aurora 3 Talmadoe
Cophey e Cuywcgn Fube
Parsurs at Blartoert

National
VIADSVIORTH st Neecoonn
Brochanibe & Hudson
Nor Foyaken st Stow
Tarnsbuy 4! 3000

October 11
CLEVELAND WEST CONFERENCE
Eucid 3t Covsiard Hagims

WQQI(S

Friduy, October
LEVELAND WEST cmmct
WG(EVE ot Rocky Fiver
Fary o | skownod
NommarCy et Yiestiane

Mot Ormetad st Valey [
QREATER CLEVELAND %ENCE

BRIVINCK 3 Clavaland Hog'

NEDING o Eucld

Mertoe at Lo

Shabwr Haschin al Strongod

LEAGUE

Vilrgion & BLACK ANVER

Ooardn o Broks on

Qeanvieow a1 Coumaa

Fronds x Keystomnm
METI {LETIC CONFERENCE

Spenginkt # Nodon
SUBURBAN LEAGUE
Amancan Confamnce
HGHLAND »* Rewere
Foosenst. at Asoa
Baroeror o Copey
Tl muacge wt Copahioss Fuls

Starw o VIALSVIORTH

on
Noah Foyelon o Twiabag

FM%O:W 24

ST CONFERENCE
Labmwood o DUCKEYL

Fodky Five d Bay

\Mkl Fosge al Normandy

an

Loran at M| I]N‘

Facid s

Cluondsnd Hu m. M S sbon Hughte
LEAGUE

L COUNTY
FLAGK RATR ot Cbwertin

Telimadge 3t Reere Becobade at Melngton
Nated C & Charviow
ARCHNOATH ¢ Hudeon Cobmbas at [ rwiyvde
Sow at Brechavih METRO ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
Nordorls ¥t Winsburg CLOVER.EA® al Stestsborno
Sclon w Nonth Roywicn Nortco af Covectry
Farsurva
Vacodoigu o Springfubd
Week 8 SUBURBAN LEAGUE
October & Cuynheg Pk st HIGHLAND
CLEVELAND \gn CONFERENCE Artra S Baroorton

Normandy 8 BUCKEY!
North Qumsted o2 8
oot st Vsl

OREATER OLMLMD OONFERENOE
DFUNSVACK at MZDINA

Stow o Nordora



